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TWENTY-FIVE CENTS

Three '

YOBU NEWS SERVICE

Within 20 days in
February two sets of
kidnappers and someone
who stole a ‘‘priceless’’
painting made huge ran-
som — political demands in
the U.S.and Britain.

It started on February 5.
when three members of the
Symbionese Liberation
Army kidnapped Patricia
Hurst and began a series of
ransom (demands as a
condition for her release.
Three weeks later, the girl’s
father, newspaper execu-
tive Randolph Hurst and
the multi-million dollar
foundation he heads had
pledged $6 million worth of
food to the poor to meet the
initial demands.

Then, on Feb. 20, Atlanta
newspaper editor Reg
Murphy, was kidnapped by
William Williams who
claimed to be a member of
the right-wing ‘‘American
Revolutionary Army’’ in
charge of_its ‘‘American
Eagle division.’’ William
demanded $700,000 saying,
‘“We’re going to stop these
lying, leftist, liberal news
media.”” He told Murphy
that ARA had considered
kidnapping Atlanta’s Black
Mayor, Maynard Jackson,
or Georgia’s Black legisla-
tor, Leroy Johnson, before
settling on Murphy. Later
the $700,000 ransome was
paid and Williams and his
wife were promptly arrest-
ed. Most observers now feel
that ARA doesn’t exist and
the whole thing was a
stunt.

On Feb. 24, someone broke
into a London Museum and

spirited away a
painting officials value at
‘‘no less than” $4.4 million.
A _caller said the painting
would be -returned after
officials distributed $1.15
million worth of food to
impoverished Black people
on the politically troubled
Caribbean island of. Gren-
ada. - English officials
quickly respomded. that

they had no intention of
meeting the demand. and
instead offered a reward for
the capture of the culprit
and the painting.

But it is Patricia Hurst
and the Symbionese Libera-
tion, who continue to
domate the headlines. The
girl_was abducted by two
Black men and _a white
woman and taken into
hiding. The SLA then
issued “Communique No.
2,” which demanded the
massive food distribation
as a ‘‘preliminary’’ gesture
of good faith _before actual
negotiations would begin.

By Feb. 22, the Hurst
Foundation had begun food
distribution in poor com-
ities in the San Francisco
Bay . .area. The first
distribution, handled in a
shaddy manner, created-a
small riot among Black
residents.

The second distribution. on
Feb. 28, went_smoother as
thousands. of people gath-
ered to receive the food.

The SLA first gained
public notice in November,
when the group issued
“Communique No. 1”7
stating_ they had ordered
the execution of Qakland’s
Black School superinten-
dent, Marcus-Foster.

Foster was killed on Nov.
6, by bullets that had been
dipped . in cyanide, as the
Communique outlined.

Early in January, police
arrested Russel Little,. a
white college graduate from
Florida, and Joseph Remo,
a Chicano Vietnam veteran,
and _charged them in. the
slaying of Foster.

Police now claim to know
virtually all members. of the
SLA - reputed to number

around -30. They say the
group is. half _women,
mostly white, and is headed
by field marshall Cinque, a
30-year-old Black man

[Cont’d on pg. 16]

Political Kidnappings

INTERNATIONAL AFRICAN LIBERATION SUPPORT COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN, DAWOLU
Gene Locke, center, presides over recent meeting.

Summary,Debate,Plans
Mark ALSC Conference

YOBU NEWS SERVICE
GREENSBORO, N.C. - The
second semi-annual meeting of
the Steering Committee of the
International African Libera-
tion Support Committee
(ALSC) was held in Greens-
boro, N.C. on Feb. 1-3. This
meeting was attended by
delegations from 43 local
committees, including two that
are based in Canada (Toronto
and Montreal).

This meeting of the Steering
Committee accomplished sev-
eral things: first, an examina-
tion of the development and
work of each of the local
committees present; second,
the reaffirmation of the ALSC
Statemert of Principles which
had been adopted six months
ago at the historic first meeting
of the ALSC Steering Commit-
tee in June, 1973 at Frogmore,
S.C.; and third, the adoption of
an international program of
activities for 1974.

The meeting was character-
ized overall by vigorous and
thorough discussion and ideo-
logical struggle.

U.S. based ‘delegations re-
presented the northeast, the
Southern and MidWest regions

.of the country.

INTERNATIONAL REPORTS
The Steering Committee
meeting got underway with

formal welcoming remarks

from Joyce Johnson, host
committee (Greensboro)
chairperson, followed by the
international chairperson’s re-
port on the state of the
International ALSC.

The report of the interna-
tional chairperson, Dawolu
Gene Locke (Houston, Tex.),
reflected tremendous progress
in the development of the
ALSC. He noted that since the
previous Steering Committee
meeting in June, the number of
local committees has nearly
doubled, increasing from 26 to
presently 44. ‘

He spoke of the trip to Africa
by the ALSC delegation, which
included the international
-chairperson, the secretary,
Brenda Paris and the chadir-
person of the Southern Region,
Owusu Sadaukai, in August of

'1973.

This trip was the
culmination of the ALSC
United African Appeal (UAA)
campaign of 1973. The delega-
tion distributed $32,000 of the
UAA fund among three African

liberation movements -
PAIGC, FRELIMO and
UNITA.

The chairperson’s report
also reflected progress in the
area of national activities. The
two major national activities
that have been started since
June, are (1) the repeal of the
Byrd Amendment campaign
and (2) the petition drive in
support of the New Republic of
Guinea-Bissau.

These two activities are part
of the ongoing work of ALSC
inside the U.S.

Early in the meeting, a
proposal to add the adjective
‘“‘international’’ to the commit-
tee’s official name, was put
forward and adopted. The
name International ALSC
correctly reflects the geo-poli-
tical scope of the committee -
the U.S., Canada and the

(Cont’d on pg. 2)



THE SECOND ALSC STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING HELPED CLARIFY A VARIETY OF
questlons for most participants.

Historic ALSC Meetlng

[Cont’d from pg. 1

Caribbean (the Western hemi-
sphere). -

The first portion of the
meeting was concerned with
progress reports from the local
committees, about one-third of
which have been started only in
the last two to three months. In
the main, the locals are as yet
small in size and have not
reached all sectorg of the Black
community in their respective
areas.

However, the sum total of the
local committees represent
work around various issues in
the Black community, includ-
ing an increasing support for
Black workers’ struggles.

In total, they also represent
the participation of nearly
every major nationalist organ-
ization and many regional or
local Black organizations. In
this respect, ALSC is beginning
to take on a united front

character as is called for in the"

Statement of Principles.

IDEOLOGICAL STRUGGLE -

The high point of the Steering
Committee meeting was
reached through vigorous
ideologieal struggle around the
position of ALSC as put forth in
the Statement of Principles.

The ideological position as
presented in the Statement of
Principles, is summed up by
the following three main
points:

1. The new unity of the Black
Liberation struggle must be
anti-racist, a nti-imperialist
and anti-capitalist in charac-
ter.

2. The struggle to unify Black
anti-racist, a n ti-imperialist
forces is our source of strength
in building an ideologically
advanced movement.

3. Our unity must invelve all
Black social groups and class
formations, and we propose
that Black workers take the
lead.

Nelson Johnson and Abdul
Alkalimat, members of the

international executive com-
mittee, presented a document,
which further explains and
clarifies the main concepts in
the Statement of Principles -
the concepts of imperialism,
monopoly capitalism, racism,
the Black worker, the united
front and others.

The discussion around the
ideological position as advanc-
ed in the Statement of
Principles, proceeded from
this presentation.

As discussion and debate
heightened, it became clear

that there was a struggle
between essentially two lines of
analysis, on the question of the
nature of the oppression of
Black people.

The dominant line asserted
that the chief enemy of Black
people in the U.S., throughout
the Western Hemisphere, in
Africa, and of oppressed people
all over the world, is monopoly
capitalism and imperialism;
and that racism is a tool used
by capitalists and their
functionaries, to super-exploit
the masses of Black people
everywhere that capitalism
exists and everywhere that
imperialism has extended.

Not only that, but racism is
also used as a tool to divide
oppressed people,
them to fight against each
other instead of their common
principal enemy - the system of
capitalism.

Delegates who argued for
this analysis, showed that the
logical extension of this line of
reasoning is that the best way
to fight the economic and
racial oppression of the masses
of Black people inside the U.S.,
Canada and the Caribbean, and
at the same time aid the
African liberation movements,

is by attacking the stronghold

of monopoly capitalism and
racism - the United States
system of capitalist and racist
exploitation.

They further argued that
Black workers (who are the
vast majority of Black people)
have the greatest interest in
the struggle to defeat capital-
ism. Moreover, among the
different classes and social
strata of the Black community,
they are key to that struggle.
Black workers, therefore, must
become the leading active
force in the Black community
against racist and capitalist
exploitation.

The opposing line was that
racism (some individuals even
said ‘‘all white people’’) is the
primary enemy of Black
people and that capitalist. and
imperialist exploitation are
secondary. The extension of
this line, as argued, was that
the best way for Black people
to fight economic and racist
oppression is by building
separate Black institutions,
and attempt to separate all
aspects of Black people’s
existence from that of white
people - including the economic
aspect.

Those who argued this line
did not address the concrete
day to day struggles, which the
masses of Black people face in

causing:

trying to survive economically,
except to say that Black people
are powerless. They overlook-
ed the fact that the economic
life of Black people is totally
controlled by only a small
number of capitalists. Instead
of struggle led by the masses of
Black people to change the
system that oppresses Black
folk, they argued for the
changmg of Black people’s

_values.

The ideological struggle
between these two lines led to
greater clarification of the
position advanced in the
Statement of Principles. One of
the most important points
clarified around the question of
Black workers was that,
although this class of Black
people are not now in the
leadership of struggles in the
Black community, it is the
position of ALSC that issues
related to Black workers must
be supported and projected by
the ALSC.

In addition, controversy and
confusion around the question
of the independence and
initiative of individual organ-
izations within the United
Front of ALSC, was clarified
and settled through the
adoption of a policy on that
question.

The policy recognizes that
the United Front has two basic
aspects. First, there is the
aspect of unity among the
various individual organiza-
tions based on agreement with
the Statement of Principles. On
the other hand, there  is the
aspect of differences on certain
questions outside of the
Statement of Principles given
that ALSC, or any united front,
is not one single organization,
but in fact, many.

The policy further provides
that the independence and
initiative of the various
independent organizations is to
be preserved on matters
outside the realm of ALSC, but
that while acting under the
auspices of ALSC, each and
every orgamzatlon within the
united front is bound to support
and not contradict the ideologi-
cal position as put forth in the
Statement of Principles.

The atmosphere of this
debate and struggle in this
steering committee meeting
was characterized by openess,
frankness and honesty un-
characteristic of the type of
deceit and corruption that
prevails in this society,
particularly in ruling class
struggles for power as exem-

[Cont’d on pg. 15] |

THE AFRICAN WORLD March, 1974

D@L
NEWS &

A~

WEST. AFRICA - The drought, famine, and
spreading Sahara dessert -have not been brought
under control despite .an internationally publicized
campaign. Supplies of food are not as great as
expected and needed, plus the transportation systems
in countries such as Senegal, Upper.Volta and Mali,
are not capable of moving the goods from the harbors
to the countryside at.the necessary rate of_speed.
Aside from the West African drought and famine, the
effects of imperialism in Africa has brought famine_to
Madagescar and Ethiopia. In Ethiopia, the famine
has been artificial since the large land. owners and
produce capitalists have sold their grain to foreign
sources at a handsome profit, instead of supplying the
local market which meets the needs of the poor
peasants and workers.

WASHINGTON - Foreign subsidiaries in the
Caribbean and Africa provided substantial amounts
of illegal payoffs to the Nixon Administration. Orin E.
Atkins, president of the Ashland Qil Company, and
Claude C. Wild, Jr.,_vice president for governmental
affairs of the Gulf Oil Corporation, revealed that they
had arranged secretly, to withdraw cash amounts in
excess of $100,000 from foreign subsidiaries located in
the Bahamas and Gabon.

SOUTH AFRICA - The London Observer, a British
newspaoer, has revealed that Rolls-Rayce. Ltd. -
government owned aero-engine manufacturer -_is
working on a ‘‘secret’’ deal with an Italian
government owned company to -sell at least 50
Aerniacchi MB 326K advanced military trainers to
the South African air force. For the. notorious
government of South Africa, who’s likeness. to
Hitler’s Germany, is strikingly real, this is only a
small step, albeit significant, in a plan to assemble
and build the world’s most modern warplanes at its
own government-controlled Atlas Aircraft Corpora-
tion near Johannesburg. The _French company,
Dassault,. has also agreed to deliver an undisclosed
number of the latest Mirage F-1 planes now coming
off its production lines. As noted by the African
World’s six part series on national interests in a
multi-national world; while South Africa pushed the
concept of ‘‘dialogue,’”’ it was _hell bent on
strengthening its military potential. The - U.S.*
Britain, and France realize that the only hope, if there
is any, lies with the imperialists power’s capability of
aiding the fascist dictatorship of South Africa to
militarily dominate the developing nations of Souther,
Central and Eastern Africa, while conducting ruthless
and savage “search and destrov mlsszons against the
national liberation movements.in Zimbabwe,
Mozambique, Angola, and South Africa itself. Both
the Portuguese colonialists and Rhodesian settlers are
becoming subservient to military and industrial
power of South Africa’s regime.

CHILE - The Dow Chemical Company, infamous
producers of napalm, has revealed that the Chilean
government had formally returned two companies to
Dow management. In October, 1972, the now deposed
Workers and Peasants government of the late
President Salvador Allende Gosseus, had nationalized
the companies. The military junta now ruling Chile,
have reversed this and much of the other progressive
moves made by the Chilean workers and peasants
during the Allende administration.

CONGO* Brazzaville - The .Congolese government
has been asked to_put all the country’s internal trade,
particularly retail, into the hands of Congolese
citizens. The request came in a report presented to the
National Assembly by the Finance committee, which
said the move would help the savings program and
the economy in general.

DAHOMEY - Retail trade here is in the hands of
Dahomean citizens - businessmen. to be exact and
recently they called on head of state, Mathieu
Kerekou to deliver new year goodwill messages.
Kerekou met the _businessmen of the Cotonou
Chamber.of Commerce and told them: “I regard all of
you as counter-revolutionaries” and went_-on to
describe the Chamber of Commerce as a ‘‘corrupt
institution.”
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DOCKWORKERS IN BALTIMORE LIKE THOSE PICTURED HERE, FORCED CARGO SHIPS
from Rhodesia to seek ‘‘friendlier’’ ports.

Page 3

Intensified Battlefront

in East Africa

‘YOBU NEWS SERVICE
LOURENCO MARQUES, Mo-
zambique - Over 1,000 persons
demonstrated in the streets of
the cities of Beira and
Lourenco Marques, Mozambi-
que, recently to protest the
inability of the army to stop the
spread of guerrilla activity
further south in Mozambique.

Report indicate that the
Front for the Liberation of
Mozambique, better known as
FRELIMQG, has begun an
offensive drive, which has the
Portuguese army running in
circles trying to find ways of
halting the advance.

The offensive is said to have
begun around the beginning of
the new year with FRELIMO
forces attacking Portuguese
army barracks located at
Inhaminga and blowing uprail
track, which links Beira to the

.Rhodesian capital of Salisbury.

Dockworkers Force Rhodesian Ship toLeave Port

YOBU News Service

BALTIMORE, Maryland -
Once again Baltimore Dock-
workers have refused to be
used as a tool to surpress the
' Advance of the African Libera-
tion Movements on the African
continent..

Dockworkers in Baltimore
again refused to unload an
early February shipment of
Rhodesian chrome ore from
aboard the U.S. bulk carrier
S.S.YeHowstone.

The dockworkers, members
of local 333 of the International
Longshoremen’s Association,
refused to even touch the cargo
and officials of the Curtis Bay
Ore Terminal were not able to
recruit one worker to unload
the chrome ore. After 12 hours
of trying to talk the workers
into unloading the chrome the
S. S. Yellowstone left Balti-
more in search of’’friendlier
port.”

This recent action on the part
of dockworkers in Baltimore
marks the pinth ftiue that the
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dockworkers have taken a
stand against the importation
of chrome from Rhodesia.
The same day other dock-
workers refuse to unload a
shipment of nickel cathodes
from Rhodesia. This action
brought a response from the
Baltimore Sun, a local news-
paper, which called the boycott
a ‘‘misguided union action’.
and called upon the dockwork-
ers to ‘‘stop making foreign
policy.” The newspaper would
want the dockworkers to leave
the making of foreign policy up
" to one of the ‘“‘crooks’’ operat-
ing in the Nixon regime.
Longshoremen actions are
not just limited to Baltimore.
Early in December of 1973
Philadelphia d o ¢ k w orkers
staged a successful 24 hour
boycott of the U.S. flagship,
African Sun after they learned
that the ship contained 500 tons
of Rhodesian asbestos. The
strike cost the owners of the
vessel, the Farrell Lines, more
than $1,700.00 for the non-use of

RUWA CHIRI
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' the pier alone. ‘

The strike in Philadelphia
began when the dockworkers
decided to respect a picket line
that had been established by
radical groups to protest the
importation of Rhodesian
products into this country in
spite of an International ban on
trade with the illegal govern-
ment.

The strike was later broken
when union scabs rounded up
by the owner of the vessel
broke the picket line and un-
loaded the ship. The scab
action was denounced by Rich-
ard Askew, President of Local
1291 of the International Long-
shoremen’s Association in
Philadelphia.

However, in other cases in-
volving other work stopages
around the question of Rhode-
sian products, the manage-
ment has sided with the ship
owners and with the help of
scab and goon squads broken
workers boycott of ships car-
rying Rhodesian goods.

A case in point is that of the
S.S. Mornackle, which. was
carrying 4 million pounds of
ferrochrome from Rhodesia.
While regular union member
refused to touch the ship, the
co-president of local 333 of the
International Longshoremen’s
Association Willie Schonowski,
who is free on bond after being
convicted of receiving shipping
company kickbacks, used his
own-personal ‘‘goons” to break
the boycott on the part of the
dockworkers and unload the
S.S. Mornackale.

In a vote taken in the local on
wheather or not the workers
should boycott the Rhodesian
chrome, the vote carried with
only two negative votes. The
rank and file members of the
union are now determined to
vote out Schonowski and re-
place him with a Black pres-
ident. This movement in the
rank and file has gotten to
Schonowski to the point where

(Cont’d on pg. 4
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In Memory of Ruwa

On Feb. 17, simultaneous’
observances were- held in
Zimbabwe and cities in the
United States as final rites
for brother MARUWA
SAUNYAMA CHIRI, who
was killed in New York on
Feb. 5.

Ruwa Chiri, an interna-
tionally known _leader . of
African liberation activi-
ties, was killed when struck
by a subway train at 4:30
a.m. at 110th Lennox Ave.,
station in New .York. The
circumstances of his death
are still not clear, but
friends close to Ruwa are
convinced that his death
was not an accident.

Ruwa was born on Feb. 17,
1943, _in Umtali in the
Manyikaland Province in
Zimbabwe. His body was
flown back there, where his
mother, father and other
relatives and friends held
the traditional Mashona
Burial Rites for him. In
Chicago, 250 people gath-

ered in King’s Chapel for
simultaneous rites. Ob-
servances were also held in’
New York and other
locations.

Ruwa came to the U.S..in
1962, graduated from high
school in Rochester, N.Y.,
studied at three universi-
ties, and became intensely
involved in the African
liberation movement.

Ruwa worked with and

-initiated- a long -list. of

organizations including:
SNCC, PASOA, _Mckissick
School, International Conf.
for the return_of Osagyfo,
National Black Political
Convention, African Liber-
ation Support. Committee,
Urusha Institute, Kwame
Nkrumah International
Conference Secretariat,
Chicago Coalition of Na-
tionalist and Pan African
Organizations, Chicago
Pan African Women’s
Organization, United For
One Motherland and sev-
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immigration authorities,

Even the once-Portuguese
dominated airways are being
challenged by the freedom
fighters in Mozambique. The
Porguguese report that their
aircraft have come under
increasing fire from guerrilla
anti-aircraft pesitions. Recent-
ly, a light transport aireraft
was downed by FRELIMO
rocket fire.

Portuguese ‘‘intelligence un-
its’’ report spoting a sizeable
guerrilla buildup taking place
in the northern section of
Mozambique, close to the
border with Rhodesia.

This buildup has caused
panic inside of Rhodesia,
where settlers who once
claimed that they had never
thought about leaving, are now
abandoning their farms in the
outlying areas and heading for
the towns and cities and say
that they are intent on
remaining until the govern-
ment can provide them with
additional security to protect
them from nationalist guerril-
las.

‘To prevent a wholesale
exodus from the “bush’’ into
the city by whites,: the

-Rhodesian government has set

up what it calls an early
warning system, which will

.send reports and warnings of

guerrilla movements to settl-
ers in outlying areas. In
addition, settlers will be
provided with a direct hookup
to the local military compound
to be used to call for help in the
case of guerrilla attack.

The Rhodesians have come
to see that the future of the
guerrilla struggle in Mozambi-
que is extricably linked to the
survival of their ‘‘illegal
nation.”

One of the goals of the
FRELIMO offensive, is to cut
the Beira railroad. This action,
if it took place, would be equal
to cutting Rhodesia’s lifeline to
the outside world. Most of the
import items which come into
the country, inspite of U.N.
imposed economic sanctions

(Cont’d on pg. 6)
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eral other organizations. *
And Ruwa was a renowned

writer and editor and

worked with Black X Press,

Pan African Journal, Africa’
Must Unite magazine, and’
he authored a number of?
outstanding poems. . _/
For the last years of his

life, Ruwa was embroiled in

a long battle .with _U.S.E
who were attempting toy
deport him into the hands,
of the racists in the,
Rhodesian regime.. At the,
time of his death, Ruwa had,
just returned from the,
ALSC conference in,
Greensboro, N.C. to attend

hearings in his deportation

case.

At the last rites, those who!
knew Ruwa said, ‘“He loved!
his people,” ‘‘he was in the

forefront of the African

Liberation Struggle,” ‘“he’
was a staunch anti-imper-*
ialist, anti-colonialist fight-#
er,” “he was a revolution-#
ary!”’ /

[
\‘\\“\\‘\\\‘\\“\‘\“\‘\\““‘.‘“‘\\\“\\“““\‘\\\\\\\\\\“\“'



B

PART OF THE CROWD OF THOU:

by New Jewel Movement.

SANDS OF GRENADANS WHO TOOK TO THE STREETS LED

Political Storm Swirls
Island Nation of Grenada

YOBU NEWS SERVICE

ST. GEORGE'’S, Grenada -
After 210 years of British rule,
the small Caribbean island of
Grenada was declared inde-
pendent on Feb. 7.

But long before the indepen-
dence celebrations, thousands
of Grenadian citizens were
protesting the rule of Eric M.
Gairy, who assumed head of
state duties as Prime Minister.

Gairy was opposed because of
his brutal, despotic practices.
Gairy has a group of personal
troops known as the ‘“‘Mon-
goose Squad’ whose major
occupation is physically
stamping out his opposition.

In January, nearly 20,000
people took to the streets to
demand that Gairy and his
henchmen resign. The island
has a total population of only
110,000.

Gairy responded by arrest-
ing and brutalizing his chief
opponent, Maurice Bishop,
head of the New Jewel
Movement. He claimed Bishop
has illegal possession of a
weapon and planned to kill the
Prime Minister. His allega-
tions just were not true.

By the time the independ-
ence ceremonies came around,
protesting workers has shut
down most of Grenada’s vital
services - power, telephones,
lights and dock work.

Gairy, protected by the
Mongoose Squad, ignored the
protests and went ahead with

the lack lustre independence
ceremonies. He claimed he still
had the popular support of the
majority of the population
when in fact, he was supported
only by the rural poor, who fear
his reputation as a practitioner
of Voodo a-la-Papa Doc
Duvalier of Haiti.

In this respect, Gairy says,
“I am of the mystical world...I
am a leader appointed by
God.”

At last report, Maurice
Bishop had escaped Gairy’s
clutches and was in hiding on
the small, bananas crop island.

But the fact that Bishop and
the New Jewel Movement is in
the political forefront among
most industrial and service
workers, was evidenced by the
huge turnout they organized
for the African Liberation Day
demonstrations.

Still - More
RNA Arrests

SCEF NEWS

JACKSON, Miss. - Continuing
harassment of the Republic of
New Africa (RNA) by federal
and local officials, has resulted
in the arrest of Abdul Malik
Mu-min Ghafoor, administra-
tive assistant to RNA presi-
dent, Imari Obadele.

Ghafoor was charged with
sending- a threatening note to
Circuit Judge Russel D. Moore
I11, who presided over trials of
RNA citizens, following an
armed attack on RNA head-
quarters by police and FBI
agents in August, 1971. He
sentenced three of the defen-
dants to life imprisonment and
one to a lesser sentence.
-Kahina Amatul Ghafoor,
national treasurer of the RNA;
called the charge against her

husband ‘“‘ridiculous.” ‘‘When-
ever we work to organize
around any specific activity,
they harass us,” she said.

‘“‘An FBI agent told Malik to
get out of town within two
weeks. If he was still here, they
would come and get him. Then
on Monday (Jan. 14) they came
with the search warrant.

“There were at least 20 of
them, from the FBI, police,
and sheriff’s office. It was a
local warrant, but it seemed
like the FBI was in charge.

‘““The warrant was for a
tablet of lined paper, but they
searched the whole house for
about two hours - tore it up,
actually. They even took the
drain pipe out of the bathroom,
supposedly looking for a t=*'
of paper.
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Supreme Court Refuses

toRuleonCairoRacism

CAIRO, IIl. (LNS) - In a 6-3
decision, the United States
Supreme Court refused to hear
a class action suit seeking an
injunction to end racist judicial
and police practices in Cairo,
Illinois.

Nineteen black and white
residents of Cairo had brought
the suit in order to halt a
continuing pattern of discrim-
inatory action by local judges
and law officers.

Cairo is a small town of 6,200
people located where the Ohio
and Mississippi rivers meet in
Southern Illincis. Thirty-eight
percent of the town’s people
are black.

According to the arguments
presented to the Court on
behalf of the black residents of
Cairo, two Alexander County
judges - Michael O’Shea and
Dorothy Spomer - habitually
set bail bond higher for
accused blacks than for whites,
and imposed higher sentences
and harsher penalties on
blacks than on whites. The two
judges also required blacks
charged with city ordinance
violations to pay for jury trials

LD. Passes
For DC.

YOBU NEWS SERVICE
WASHINGTON, D.C. - The
D.C. City Council, in acceding
to a request by Mayor Walter
Washington, has provided
funds to issue public school
students (the majority of which
are Black) I.D. cards. The
purpose of which would be to
prevent the misuse of bus
tickets which allow students a
ten cent fare.

The cards would be made,
using Polaroid pictures, simi-
lar to those that company
makes for the apartheid

regime of South Africa, which -

forces Blacks to carry such
1.D. so that their movement
and actions can be checked.

This type of regimentation of
Black D.C. youth, was met with
opposition by the school board,
which moved to prohibit the
photographing of public school
students ‘‘for any purpose of
identification, unless reviewed
and approved by the board of
education.”” Though the board
passed this motion unanimous-
ly, Barbara Sizemore, the new
D.C. School Superintendent,
criticized the board’s decision
on the basis that it was not
made with her recommenda-
tion. She did, however, decide
to halt the taking of photo-
graphs for 1.D. cards.

The city government claims
to be losing possibly $50,000 a
year on bus ticket misuse. Bus
tickets are only intended to be
used by public school students
between the hours of 6 a.m. and
7 p.m. on school days, for
travel between school and
home only. But, because bus
fares are so high, students and
non-students often use bus
tickets whenever and whereve

.they can. :

It is usually easy to tell who
is a public school student and
who is not. Yet, most bus
drivers do not stop those
suspected of misusing bus
tickets.

This is not always the case
however. Last ‘fall several
students at the Washington
Technical Institute, after using

if they cannot pay a simple fine
to dispose of the case.

The Supreme Court ruled
that an actual controversy
must exist before a federal
court can decide a legal
dispute. Justice Byron R.
White said that none of the 19
plaintiffs actually suffered any
injury at the hands of the
judges in Cairo and that the
complaint ‘‘alleges injury in
only the most general terms.”

In handing down this
decision, the Supreme Court
majority ignored endless pleas
for justice, made by poor black
people in Cairo. It also ignored
the dissenting opinion of
Justice William O. Douglas,
who stated:

‘“We know from the record
and oral argument that Cairo,
Illinois is boiling with racial
conflicts. This class action...is
to remedy vast invasions of
civil rights.”

Later he said of the racism in
Cairo:

‘“This is a more pervasive
scheme for suppression of
blacks and their civil rights
than I have ever seen.”

Mandated
Students

bus tickets for their fare, were
dragged off the bus and
brutally beaten because they
refused to pay the regular 40
cents. In D.C., most bus rifers
consider fares unnecessarily
high.

Asked his reaction to the I.D.
proposal, a brother involved in
urban planning commented
that ‘‘there should be free
public transportation for e-
verybody, not just students.”
In discussing the economics of
the matter, he mentioned that
if ‘“half the money spent on
highway construction (which
often is not necessary) went to
mass transit, the public would
receive more efficient and
safer transportation at less
cost.”

But, because of the vast

lobbying efforts of such forces
as the auto and tire industries,
90 percent of all federal
gasoline tax goes to the
highways, -while only 10
percent is given to all other
forms of mass transit such as
buses.
Because of this imbalance in
the allotment of money, many
bus systems are operating with
insufficient funds. The main
objective of the I.D. cards was
to save the D.C. bus system
$50,000, which bus tickets
cheaters cost them. Yet, the
mayor was alloted $92,000 to
meet the cost of issuing the
cards; thereby costing the
government more fo prevent
the loss than the loss itself.

Dockworkers

(Cont’d from pg. 3)

now he has come out in favor of
the boycott of R h o d esian
chrome. But, it is too late for
Schonowski and other union
officials who think that they
can run over the rank and file
members of the union.

For the dockworkers have
finally got the news, about how
they were being used and now
they stand determine to send
the ships back to Rhodesia
unloaded.
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‘T. J. REDDY, ONE OF THE CHARLOTTE THREE, ENROUTE

to long jail term unless sentences are commuted by the Governor.
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Newark Housing Authority

Threatens Project Abandonment

NEWARK, N.J. (LNS) - “The
day of reckoning is here,’’ said
Newark Housing Authority
(NHA) director Robert Notte,
Feb. 5, as he announced that
the NHA was closing down the
Stella Wright Public Housing
Project. Stella Wright tenants
have been the most active in a
four year long rent strike
involving tenants in five
Newark public housing pro-
jects. The strike, the longest of
its kind in this country, has cost
the NHA an estimated $6
million in rents.

“It’s just another attempt to
break the strike,”” said Toby
Henry, president of the
Newark Tenants Organization
(NTA), which began during the
strike. ‘“The whole purpose
was to scare people to pay their
rent.”

In his announcement, Notte
said that only 350 of the 1,020
predominantly black and
Puerto Rican families in the
projects were paying their
rent. Those families would be
transferred to vacant apart-
ments in other projects before
the deadline of April 7, when
the Housing Authority says it
intends to pull out. At that
point, the heat, gas, electricity
and water would be turned off.

In the four years of the rent
strike, the NHA’s way of
dealing with the rent strikers
has ranged from eviction

Charlotte 3 Support
Movement Builds In NC.

The cases of Jim Grant, T.
J. Reddy, and -Charles
Parker, have reached the
point where .the massive
protest of .hundreds and
thousands of people is their
only real hope for freedom.
After months and months
of court struggle, all appeal
channels have been ex-
hausted. The court struc-
ture, up to the Supreme
Court, has decided_to turn
its back on these cases of
gross. injustice .and overt
political repression.

AFRICAN - WORLD
readers are asked to join
the growing movement to
appeal to the Governor of
North Carolina.to commute
the sentences of these three
brothers. Send letters,
telegrams, and petitions to
the Governor at the address
listed at the end of this
article.

On Jan. 29, Charles Parker

and T. J. Reddy of
Charlotte, N.C., were re-
turned to jail in North

Carolina. They had been
free on bond pending a final
appeal _of their case. Jim
Grant is in a federal prison
in Atlanta on another
sentence in which all
evidence attests to his
innocence.

The three men were
arrested in 1972 _ and
charged with burning a
barn near Charlotte in 1968.
The only physical evidence
presented. against the men

was a picture of a bottle
found in the burned out
horse stable.

The picture was used
because police had myster-
iously ‘‘lost’’ the_bottle
before - more scientific
analysis of it could. be
made. The brunt of the case
rested on the testimony of
two informers who claimed
to be witnesses. These same
two informers have testi-
fied .in trials of Black
activists all over the state
of North Carolina. -

In. exchange for their
testimony, the two Black
informers were released
from long prison sentences
for a _variety of charges,
including robbery, parole
violations, drug violations
and even a murder charge.
The state of North Carolina
invested thousands . of
dollars providing luxurious
living for the informers, as
they travelled from one end
of the_state to.the other,
testifying in trials involv-
ing. at least 15 Black
activists.

In the Charlotte trial, their
testimony was weak and
flagrantly contradictory,
but the slack was taken up
by the presiding judge, who
referred to the defendants
as ‘“‘Black radicals,”” and
“over educated revolution-
aries,” while_at the same
time, maintaining that the
case was not a political
trial.

Technical and legal
violations . in the _case, - as
pointed. out by conscien-
tious defense lawyers, could
easily fill several pages of
this paper. But no one who
has looked at the evidence
can-deny the injustices of
the cases. The leading daily
newspapers, as far away as
Connecticut and New York,
have investigated the case
and drawn the same
conclusions. U.S. out posts
in other parts of the world
have received inquiries and
protests concerning the
case.

The. Governor of North
Carolina, a young Republi-
can who attempts to
project an ‘‘enlightened”
image says he has taken the
issue of commuting the
sentences into considera-
tion.

You may file your opinions
with him by writing:
GOVERNOR JAMES
HOLSHOUSER
OFFICE OF THE
GOVERNOR
STATE OF NORTH
CAROLINA
RALEIGH, N.C. 27601

In the fight to reach the top
the oppressed have always
been encumbered by the
traitors of their own race,
made up of those of little faith
and those who are generally
susceptible to bribery for the
selling out of the rights of their
own people.

—Marcus Garvey

proceedings against strikers,
encouragement of factional
disputes between tenants and
sponsorship of a rival organ-
ization to the NTO, to the
jailing of Toby Henry and
another NTO spokesperson for
returning tenants’ funds which
were being held in escrow.
At a press conference a week
after Notte’s announcement,

the NTO announced that if the
NHA was moving out, the
tenants would take over
running the buildings. ‘‘Stella
Wright is 13 years old,”” said a
spokesman for the NTA. “‘But
actually, the NHA has never
been in here. Nobody ever sees
anybody except to collect the
rent.”

Tenants have complained
about elevators which are
constantly breaking down and
remain unrepaired for long
periods of time, forcing tenants
to climb up to 12 flights of
staris. Others complain about

leaking pipes, which are never -

fixed and incinerators which
back up. In fact, though the
burning of rubbish violates a
city ordinance, the NHA has
chosen to pay a $400 a month
fine rather than change the
method of garbage disposal.

The NTO said it would begin
talking to the Public Service
Gas and Electric to see if they
could keep the utilities on after
the NHA moves out. And the
NTO called a number of
meetings at Stella Wright so
that tenants could form
committees to take over the
running of the project. Close to
300 people packed the small
tenants’ room in the project to
decide what to do.

Soon after the NTO’s press
conference, the NHA began
backing down. They started
sending out feelers to the NTO
indicating they were willing to
sit down and talk.

The NTO is demanding that
the present Board of Commis-

sioners (which oversees the
NHA) resign and be replaced
by one made up of tenants who
could decide how the money for
public housing will be allocat-
ed. ‘‘Robert Notte makes
$60,000 a year. We can start
cutting out there,” said Toby
Henry.

Yet whether or not that
demand is agreed to, the Stella
Wright tenants are continuing
‘“to take control of ourselves,”’
as one NTO person put it. They
have started forming 9
committees within the housing
project - one to figure out an
alternate way of garbage
disposal, one to take care of the
grass, a senior citizens’
committee and a youth council.
‘““They’re beginning to give
people the feeling that this is
their home,’’ said Toby Henry.

Tanzania~
Students Protest

British Sec.

TANZANIAN NEWS
RELEASE

DAR ES SALAAM - Over 400
placard waving university
students and members of
TANU Youth League, shouting
“Go Home,” met the British
Secretary of State for Foreign
and Commonwealth Affairs,
Sir Alec Douglas-Home, when
he flew into Dar es Salaan:
from Blantyre, for a two-day
official visit to Tanzania.

But as soon as the plane
taxied to a halt at the~apron,
the students from the Univer-
sity of Dar es Salaam, broke
through police lines and joined
the welcoming party, shouting
and waving placards some of
which read, ‘“Home is an
imperialist”’; “We want self
determination in Rhodesia”’
and ‘‘Death for the Murderers,
Throw your pens down. Take to
guns.”’

TYPICAL SCENE ALONG THE STAIRWAYS OF HIGH-RISE
public housing in Newark. Broken elevators, few maintenance
personnel and inadequate disposal units are characteristic.
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Intensified Battles

(Cont’d from pg. 3)
against the minority ruled
nation, come by rail into
Rhodesia. Without this link, the
rea!l effects of the economic
sanctions would soon hit
Rhodesia. To prevent this from
taking place, the Rhodesian
government is now sending
commando units into Mozam-
bique on ‘‘search and Kkill”’
missions, trying to locate and
destroy guerrilla bases of
operation.

Even the government of
South Africa has moved to
enter the conflict in East
Africa. The South African
government has made offers of
large scale military assistance
to the Portuguese, at present
they are flying helicopters,
which are used by Portuguese
troops to enter guerrilla
controlled areas. The training
in the use of helicopters and the
instruction in tactics very
similar to those used in
Vietnam, were provided to the
-South Afticans by the United
States military at training
bases in the United States, such
as Fort Bragg, North Carolina.

In addition, Seuth Africa is
providing the Portuguese war
_effort with 7.62 mm FN rifles,
trucks and armored cars.

Also, its placing a 1,000 man
security and border police
force at Portuguese disposal
for use along the border of
South Africa and Mozambique.

However, the FRELIMO
forces are no longer limited to
knives and sticks in their fight
for freedom. The guerrillas of
the Front for the Liberation of
Mozambique, are now named
with AK-47 automatic rifles,
RPG2 rockets and heavy land
mines. In addition, recently
FRELIMO began using 122mm
rocket launchers, which have a
seven mile range and SA-7
ground-to-air missiles. Mem-
bers of the liberation move-
ment in Mozambique received
training in the use of these
weapons while studying in
socialist countries.

Rhodesians know that they
are not facing a ‘‘Mau Mau”’
type of revolt. They are being
confronted - by a well-trained
and well-armed force of
freedom fighters, who are
determined to liberate their
country from the grip of
minority rule and imperialist
plunder. :

The seriousness of the situa-
tion in East Africa can be seen
in the defense network that has
been established in Centenary,
Rhodesia. One white settler by

the name of Humphrey, keeps
two FN rifles against the wall
in his house. He has his house
surrounded by a tall fence,
topped by barbed wire and he
is in the process of building a
triple line of fences, with the

center one charged with.

electricity, around the entire
perimeter of his house, lawn
and garden. He has also
installed all kinds of electrical
warning devices that are
supposed to make it seemingly
impossible for guerrillas to get
anywhere near the house.

According to Humphrey,
“the day of the sandbag is
gone.”
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AFRO-AMERICANS GIVE BLOOD FOR FRELIMO

Blood Donors for FRELIMO.

BY MALIK CHAKA

DAR ES SALAAM - Tanzania
continues to be a leader in
lending support to the national
liberation movements battling
in Southern Africa. In particu-
lar the relationship with the
Mozambique Liberation Front,
FRELIMO, is a model of
African solidarity and organic
unity in practice. Since the
formation of FRELIMO in 1962
and the commencement of
armed struggle in 1964,
Tanzania has served as a solid
rear base. This is despite
bombings, incursions of facist
troops and the loss of
Tanzanian lives.

Early November marked the
start of a major support
program, Blood For Freedom.
Starting at the nation’s main
consultative health centers,
Muhimbili Hospital, a call was:
made to donate blood for the
FRELIMO’s Americo Boavida
Hospital at the Southern port of
Mtwara, near the Mozambique
border. The program initially
operating one afternoon a week
and restricted to Dar es
Salaam, has mushroomed.
Now it operates two days a
week at Muhimbili Hospital
and utilizes a mobile blood
bank to visit factories, army

bases, and National Service
Camps. The response in Dar
es Salaam was rapidly follow-
ed by the program'’s institution
in other parts of the country.

The blood given in solidarity
with FRELIMO, is divided into,
plasma and red cells. The'
plasma is refrigerated and.
dispatched to the FRELIMO
hospital. The doctor there has
stated that lives have been
saved as a result of the
program. The remaining red
cells are used at Muhimbili or
other Tanzanian hospitals
where shortages of the liquid
life always exists.

As of Jan. 25, over one
thousand people had given
blood. Among them were a
group of Makonde refugees
from Northern Mozambique a,
now working as watchmen and
carvers in the Coast Region.
Another one hundred people,
led by the Minister of Defense
and National Service, Mr.
Sokoine, gave blood to mark
the beginning of 1974, which
was declared Liberation Year
by TANU. The African ambas-
sadors based in Dar es Salaam,
also donated blood as a group
in solidarity with FRELIMO.

The Afro-American Com-
munity has come out in full
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‘{defeat of imperialism and neo-colonialism, ;
- | those who advance the revolution and exposing those
who retard it. We do not believe there are necessarily
two sides to every question: we see right eand wrong,

progressive end reactionery, positive
and negative, friend and foe. We are partisan. <
' — KWAME NKRUMAH

ealth, Freedom

support of the
Approximately 50 adults have
participated. This is 60 percent
of the eligible persons. Before
the drive is over, a response of
90 percent is expected. These
people will be able to give blood
three times a year.

At a time when the people of
the countries ravaged by
imperialism, sell their blood in
order to eat, the ‘‘Blood,
Health, Freedom’’ program
shows the political awareness

rogram.’

and maturity of the Tanzanian
masses. The giving of blood
shows Tanzania’s determina-
tion to support FRELIMO
under all circumstances. The
almost total participation of

Afro-Americans, makes con-
spicuous the absence of the
Negro American Ambassador
W. Beverly Carter and those
others with Black faces and
capitalist hearts, clinging to a
dying social order.

Save Tennessee
State University

The National Save & Change

_Black Schools Project, Tenn-

essee Committee is currently
involved in efforts to Save Ten-
nessee State University, locat-
ed in Nashville, Tenn., from
being destroyed. A united front
of T. S. U. students, alumni,
faculty, and staff, stu-
dents from other schools, and
community people, has been
formed t o s ave Tennessee
State from succumbing to the
State’s efforts to phase T. S. U.
right out of existence by mak-
ing the University of Tennessee
Nashville Campus THE only
state-supported institution in
the Nashville area. On March
18, 1974, a hearing will be held
in the Nashville Federal Court
on a new plan by the State of
Tennessee to ‘‘desegregate T.
S. U.” This will eventually
(sooner than we think) mean
ending T. S. U.’s ability to
serve the Black community

while not forcing other state-
supported schools to take up
the slack. It is therefore pos-
sible that on March 18th T. S.
U. will be ‘desegregated”
right out of existence!!

In a meeting of T. S. U.
students heldlast week, a
spokesman for the Tennessee
Committee stated that:

‘“‘While we must understand
the TSU issue and struggle to
SAVE T. S. U., we must also
understand that these efforts to
destroy T. S. Uare a part of
the general attacks being made
on Black people. Because the.

entire capitalist economic sys-
tem is in deep trouble, it is no
longer able to provide Black
people with ‘the good times’
many of us got used to in the
1960’s. Now trying to get itself
out of its own mess, the system
is attacking Black people (and
other poor people) in many

ways; rising prices of food and
gasoline, massive layoffs and
increasing unemployment,
cutting back sccial programs
like child care, cut backs in
financial aid for Black stu-
dents, and even increased po-
lice repression. The attempts
to destroy state schools like T.
S. U., Arkansas A&M, Southern
University, and Prairie View
are part of the attack aimed at
working class brothers and sis-
ters who want and need an
education.”

Plans are being made for
March to be SAVE & CHANGE
BLACK SCHOOLS MONTH. A
series of educationals are be-
ing organized to inform both
students and the community of
the current court case T. S. U.
is involved in and community
action rallies to arouse support
for and involvement  in the
united front efforts to SAVE T.
S. U.

WE MUST STRUGGLE TO
SAVE OUR BLACK INSTITU-
TIONS AND CHANGE THEM
TO MEET THE NEEDS OF
OUR-COMMUNITY!!
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Black Workers And
1he Energy Crisis

One of the. central issues- at the recent African
Liberation . Support Committee meeting was the
meaning of the slogan: ‘“Black Worker Take The
Lead!”’

Some members of the committee even rejected
outright, the idea that there are classes in the Black
community. Others admitted that there_are classes
among-our people, but- suggested that it would be
“dividing our community’”’ to say so.

YOBU's position was that every.-great revolutionary
and revolutionary organization in the 20th century
has_had to make a.concrete class analysis of their

Mao, Nkrumah, etei. & . .

society to be successful» Cabral, Ho Chi Minh, Lenin,
2

These rhen did-fiot make such-analy$is as“ap empty:
¢ Y DOWer . ./
at they

academic exercise, but. in‘Orde# to kmow th
interests, and tendencies of eacl} class so
could develope a correct revolutionary strategy. -

The same thing holds true for Black people in the
U.S. To analyze the class. contradictions within the
Black community is absolutely essential.

And doing this is not ‘‘devisive’’ because we are not
dividing anybody - just_-stating what exists! Let’s
look at how important this analysis is in one concrete
situation: the “ENERGY CRISIS.” .

The ““energy crisis” is really only one symptom of the
general crisis of imperialism throughout the world.
Two specific imperialist policies are primarily
responsible for the present chaos in the advance

industrial countries of the world. ;

The first is imperialists long standing policy of
economic pentration and- domination of the
‘“underdeveloped’’ (over-exploited) areas of the world.
This foreign domination has resulted in a widespread
plundering of the Third World for natural resources
obtained at rediculously low prices. Now the
underdeveloped countries are flexing their muscles
and opposing U.S. imperialism; they are demanding
just prices for their resources, including, oil, and
throwing the exploiters into a panic.

Secondly, the energy monopoly has for years pursued
an insane and senseless approach to the domestic
energy needs of the U.S. _Their guiding light has
always been their own profit, instead of the people’s
needs. Because oil, gas, coal and utility companies are
all interlocked, they can systematically supress
scientific research (such as in atonic and solar energy)

to perpetuate the profitability of their operations.

Now, what does all this have to do with Black people?

The energy chaos affects different classes and groups
of Black people in different ways:

General ‘“‘Chappie’”’ James must get his chauffer a
“Pentagon priority’’ gas card.

Black college students must survive in 68 degree
dorms-and wait- in line for gas-

Black service station owners find their profits cuts
and demand to pass their increased .costs on to their
customers (some are even driven out of business). .
Black workers by the tens of thousands, are layed off
and cannot find new jobs.

Black workers and welfare recipients cannot pay

increased home heating fuel costs.
Black people who were already unemployed, will stay
that way.

This is a concrete example of how all (or_almost all)
Black people have some level of contradiction with the
big oil monopolies. But their interests are clearly
different.

For the Black General it is a matter of a few minutes
of extra red tape. For most service station owners and
fuel oil distributors, it is a matter of profits.which can
be_resolved by_getting more fuel and raising their
prices. For workers it is a matter of food and._heat to

(Cont’d on pg. 11
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Some Poor Families Pay
90% of Income for Food

YOBU NEWS SERVICE

MIAMI, Florida - In a report
issued by the Dade County
Community Action Agency
staff members, stated that
‘‘today soaring prices have
created low-income disaster
areas in which 50,000 people
surveyed, spend 90 percent of
their income for food.”

The report continued that an
additional 50,000 people are
spending 75 percent of their
family’s monthly income on
food.

The report is the result of a
survey which was taken last
fall to try to establish the
effects of the rise in the cost of
living on persons operating on
low incomes.

The results of the study
indicate that ‘‘an overwhelm-
ing majority of poor people are -
buying smaller quéantities ~of"
faod as a response to higher

_fgod_prices dnd Whatt a

majority 0f them -are doiitg',"

One case study, which is
cited in the report, involves the
family of Levoli Johnekins,
who live in the south- Miami
area. The:survey found that
the family -was spending 92
percent of their income on food
purchases. The family is
composed of two adults and six
children and Mrs. JOhnekin’s
husband earns $3,900 a year.

In an interview, Mrs.
Johnekins stated that she
spends about $47.00 per week

pecifically, i buying less of
almost everything. & cfeww™

for her family’s food bill. In
recent months, with the price
of food increasing more and
more, Mrs. Johnekins has been
serving her family a lot more
beans, collard greens, pigs’
ears and chicken necks.

Joaguin Carrasco, an agency
planning official, raised an
important question on the
results of the study at a recent
talk with newsmen. Carrasco
asked ‘‘Why do the poor pay
more for their food?”’

He stated that the survey
found that in the areas where
poor people spend up to 95
percent of their income on
food, that they pay higher
prices for the food, than do
people living in the wealthier
neighborhoods.

Carrasco cited the example

~-of the cost of two dogfn»egg’&‘ In
T

the ‘poor” neighboihooeds > "the
price for the two dozen of eggs
ran about $1.96] eger in the

- wéalthier-areas, thiey’cost only

about $1.:83. The sdm¢gfact was
found® trie_whenS:th¢ survey
compared the price of a five
pound bag of potatoes, which
cost $1.84 in the poor areas and
only $1.77 in the wealthier
areas.

The report concluded that
the only way some of the people
contacted in the study avoided
starvation was due to the fact
that their rent was very low
because they were living in
low-income public housing.

However, the problems of the
poor in the area of food do not

end here. Recently the problem
of the closing of local
neighborhood supermarkets,
mean that the poor and old will
have to travel further and
further to buy what little food
they can afford.

A number of the large chain
food stores, which sometime
ago froced most of the small
private owned food stores out
of business, have begun to
close their smaller local
neighborhood stores in favor of
the large suburban shopping
center stores. The motive
behind this policy is the fact
that people in the outlying
areas, spend more money for
food at one time than do poorer
people inside the city. There-
fore, the shopping center stores
showed a higher rate of profit
during a shorter period of time
than de the loecal -inner city
stores. : :

JAn order <t0 maximize the
profits, the store chains. have
decided to cut overhead and
operating - costs.~ This - means
get rid of' the. smaller: stores
which -cannot turn: over the
same-rate of profit as the big
stores. And it so happens that
most of the smaller stores are .
located in the Black commun-
ity.

In Washington, D.C., for
example, one large supermar-
ket chain has closed several
stores in the Black sections of
the city in recent months,
sending some residents miles
to find the nearest store
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Welfare Rights Battle in

YOBU NEWS SERVICE
PROVIDENCE. R.I. -
Welfare has long been a key
issue in the black commun-
ity, becasue of.its relation-
ship to the survival and
development .of _black
people. The question_of
welfare and welfare recipi-
ents must be seen as a focal
point for African liberation.

Last month, - welfare
recipients, workers and
community organizers, held
a protest here in Rhode
Island, against the propos-
ed . flat grant form of
welfare, which was to take
affect Nov. .1, .-1973.
Basically, the flat grant
system of welfare payments
provides a set amount -of
monies -to meet various
needs according to family -
the _needs including rent,
utilities, household. goods,
food, phone bills, furnish-
ing, transportation, heat-
ing, special needs, electri-
city, etc.

In 1970, the. Supreme
Court of the United States
,approved the f{flat grant
method for welfare pay-
ments. Since 1971, the state
of Rhode Island has
attempted to make the flat
grant system of payments a
reality. However, until this
year, flat grant legislation
has been successfully
halted by a.lawsuit filed on
the behalf of the Fair
Welfare Rights Organiza-
tion. The flat grant was to
become law on April 1,
1973; however, it was put
off until Nov. 1.

It has been stated that the
flt grant system is designed
to protect taxpayers and to
foster- more financial . re-
sponsibility among welfare

recipients. Under the flat

grant proposal, .the poor
would receive fixed pay-
ments, beyond which only
their resourcefulness -and
the resources. of - private
charitable . institutions
would take up any slack.
Yet, this statement must be
examined more closely.

Under flat grant. a family
of four would receive $3,500
a year, of which. $80 a
month would go for rent
and - $20 a month for
heating. This- means -that
$2,300 1s proevided for food
transportation, household
items, home furnishings
speciai needs - such speeia
dietary needs for sickle cell
amenia victims; eye lenses,
dental work, etc. - utilities,
etc., as well as maintenance
costs.

While the flat —grant
proposal of $3,500 is $400
more than the present form
of . welfare, it is a
reactionary proposal. Un-
der- the. present welfare
legislation, while it is
estimated that a family of
four receives approximately
$2,700-%$3,100 a year, it does
have provisions for special
needs which included
household items - blankets,
kitchen utensils, couches,
refrigerators, gas stoves,
floor covering, bedroom

sets, etc. - dietary items,
medical items, etc.

With _the special needs
provision, .the welfare
payments could come more
close to reaching the figure
of $5,800, determined by
the Department.of Labor as
an adequate income for a
family of four living in the

state of Rhode .Island,

more so than the figure of
$3,500 provided by the flat
grant, which eliminates_the
special needs provision.
Clearly, the flat grant form
of welfare payments is an
attack on welfare reci-
pients.

RECIPIENTS PROTEST
This is the context, in
which the.protest took
place. Despite bad weather
and some rain, nearly 200

people came out to "the °

steps.of the state capital in
Providence to protest flat
grant _ legislation. The
“Survival Coalition,’’ as
the protestors called them
selves, had made their

presence felt. In response to

their. protest, the lights on
the_usually . brightly lit
capitol were turned off. The
protest was. one of great
enthusiasm The group had
asked for Governor Phillip
Noel to.explain his position
on his flat grant proposal.
While the governor refused
to appear, he did send a
representative, Kevin Mec-
Kenna. (It should be
pointed out _that. Noel
displayed his lack of
concern for the poor, by
addressing a group of
students the same night at
Brown University. Brown
University.students can, at
best, be _considered tran-
sient residents of Rhode
Island). :

Due to the mood of the
gathering, the governor’s
representative - McKenna -
at first, refused to address
the protest. However,
when. McKenna realized
that his refusal to speak
only helped to add meore
fuel to the protest, he took
the platform. Yet, Mec-
Kenna’s words only proved
that _this government has
no. concern for people
struggling to achieve a
level of human dignity.

In response to various
questions on welfare, Mec-
Kenna gave the story of the
man who -made $4,000 a
vear, working three jobs;
but chose to do so inspite of
being eligible for welfare,
because he was too proud
to accept public assistance.
However, as one protestor
stated, by having to work
three jobs, the man was
killing himself and that
Governor Noel had one job
and was making more
money than the man with
three jobs. In fact, Noel had
seen fit to legislate himself
a $12,000 raise as governor.
_An organizer of the protest
confronted McKenna with
whether or not he was. for
the poor; McKenna avoided
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WELFARE RECIPIENTS ARE FORCED INTO DWELLINGS LIKE THESE Ai.u LOCKED IN BY
economic squeeze.

the question and instead,
told the organizer that,
‘“the self-righteous people

belong in the center . of
hell!”” -Yet, McKenna could
not escape the truth. When
asked, if he could live on
rent of $80.00 a month and
$20.00 for heat, -he replied
no. He even admitted that
if he left his wife, she would
be forced to go on welfare.

To counter the truth,
McKenna told the group
that the gathering was
irresponsible and that the
wav _that thev were
handling themselves, was
hindering the help they
would receive - even though
the protest was peaceful
and-people were _merely
exercising a Constitutional
right.

Furthermore, he added,
that if the people better
handled themselves, they
would be given more
consideration by the politi-
cians and legislators - this
is following the American
creed of leaving politics-to
the politicians; if this being
the case, then welfare
recipients are ‘‘damned if
they do and damned if they
don’t.”

. COURT CASE
The following day, the flat
grant proposal was brought
before a federal court judge.
The case was .dismissed
“without prejudice.” This
means, that the judge
admitted that the present
flat grant proposal was
inadequate, however, .the
flat grant form of welfare
payments, was ‘“here to
stay.” Therefore, the gov-
ernor’s lawyers were to

develop a new flat grant
package. .

As the ‘‘survival coalition”
walked out of the court-
house, . the expression
ranged from one of victory
toa realization that the
struggle was yet to come.
In - sum, the judge’s
decision could be viewed as
a modest .victory, but the
prospect of winning the war
will not be as easy nor does
the. _future look too
promising. ;

Noticeably absent from the
departing ‘‘Survival Coali-
tion,” was .the militancy
and mass following that
once characterized the
Welfare Rights Movement.
In conjunction with the
lawsuit of 1971, halting flat
grant legislation, it must be
pointed out that in 1971,
Rhode Island had develop-
ed a strong Welfare Rights
Movement - one _of the
strongest in.the nation. The
position of the welfare
recipient depends on. what
happens outside of the
electoral arena - the ability
to organize an independent
and massive movement.

Therefore, the responsive-
ness of the system depends
more- on a militant and
massive movement than on
appeals to the governor or
petitions to the judicial
branch of government..

Unfortunately, the Welfare
Rights Movement, in
Rhode Island depend too
heavily .on its leadership.
Many.-of the leaders were
subject to investigation
and harassed - by federal,
state, .and local officials.
One of the most effective

and dynamic .leader was
forced to dropout due to an
arrest, where she was
charged with being in
possession of illegal drugs.

However, more important,
the Welfare Rights Move-
ment, like the Civil Rights
Movement, is a victim of its
own lack of  analysis of
American society and of its
false feeling of victory,

because of the initial
successes.

First, the - Welfare
Department. expenditures

on . administration (10
percent of the total budget)
are more. than the total
expenditures for special
needs. A further analysis of
the special needs category
finds that in the first. six
months of 1969, 76 percent
of the special needs budget
was used to supplement
welfare payments for rent,
utilities and food. There-
fore, _if the elimination of
Special _needs is to foster
more financial responsibi-
lities_and to make welfare
recipients more resourceful,
then this could also. mean
an increase. of prostitution
among black. women, at-
tempts to increase the
narcotic trade in the black
community and increased
attacks on private property
by black folk to supplement
the woefully inadequate
welfare payments.

Yet, - the. flat grant
legislation will also have a
subtle.effect on housing -
especially. those welfare
recipients_forced to live_in
the Projects. One housing
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project in particular, Roger
Williams, built during
World War 11, is character-
ized as being old, filthy,
rundown, over-run with
trash and weeds; only one
or two complexes do not
have boarded-up apart-
ments; the apartments are
overcrowded and the halls
are trashy and smell of
urine.

One _black social worker

described the way the
people were when he asked,

‘““how can you tell_ the

people that they are living
like dogs.” !

Under the special needs
program, welfare recipients
could move from the
projects and have .the new
place of residence furnished
by the Welfare Depart-
ment. However, with the
elimination of the special
needs, persons who_wish_to
escape. the degrading -life-
style of the projects, will no
longer receive _-public as-
sistance in furnishing their
new residence. Although
most of the furniture
belongs to the resident, the
stove, refrigerator and
heater, remain -int he
housing project, when one
moves. Attempts to sup-
plement an income so that
one. can buy a stove,

refrigator and _heater are

thwarted because, under
welfare, all additional
incomes mean an equal cut
in welfare payments.

Therefore, workers that
make less than $3,000 _per
year, are_actually working
for . nothing, because the
welfare payments will be
cut by the amount. of
income they _are making.
(The exception to this,
being those persons engag-
ed in illegal trades such as
prostitution, dope, etc.)
Furthermore, those people
living in _resident - apart-
ments,- will be forced to
move into the projects or
either suppliment their
payments .of rent, in some
way, -because the average
rent for an apartment in
Providence exceeds over
$100, whereas- welfare
recipients are given only
$80 per month for rent. _

What all this means,. is
that the flat grant, is telling
people that -welfare recipi-
ents must live in housing
projects. In other. words,
public housing is just
another_name for concen-
tration camps.

What housing projects
have created, is a self-con-
tained world, where every-
thing revolves around life
in these projects.- Whole
generations of black people
find themselves totally
locked out of any. meaning-
ful participation in society;
and few can see the need to
develop any higher. aspira-
tions than to deal with their
survival within the confines
of -the. world created by
living in these projects. To
those that are completely
locked out. of society,
petty-theft, increased wel-
fare, or even some.type of

employment, is their way of
“getting over on the man.”

DE-POLITICIZED

WELFARE CONFLICTS

Yet, from the outward
appearances, the people. are
content with. their _situa-
tion. The welfare recipient
has mortgaged himself to
the federal government; in
return for benefits, he had
conceded the ultimate in
political power.- the power
to grant or withhold from
him the necessities of life as
the government sees fit.
The present welfare system
has effectively depoliticized
conflict and has diverted
the demands of the poor to
areas that pose little threat
to the economic system.
Welfare has too often
created for the welfare
recipient, a self-containing
world where aspirations are
thwarted by their = depen-
dence on the federal
government,-in their strug-
gle for survival.

Even though the present
struggle to defeat flat grant
legislation is progressive, it
has limitations caused by
its lack of analysis; for the
goal of the protest was ‘‘ to
stop flat grant until we can
get it raised to cover
everyone’s needs.”’- The
question overlooked is will
welfare payments keep up
with the spiralling inflation
and cost of living? When
welfare programs are ex-
amined,. it becomes clear
that welfare programs have
not been growing -relative
to the rest of the economy,
and in .most cases, they
have suffered declines.

WELFARE DESIGNED
TO INCREASE
CONSUMER DEMAND
_First of all, welfare was_not
conceived from humanitar-
ian interests, but was an
attempt, by-the Roosevelt

~Administration, to protect

America’s capitalist econ-
omy against future depres-
sions. Basically, the New
Deal legislation - which
included welfare, social
security, minimum wage,
unemployment compensa-
tion, etc. - was seen as a
means of keeping money in
circulation. Welfare is
designed to keep people
poor and financially depen-
dent.on public assistance.
Welfare is not designed to
eventually allow one to
leave the Public Assistance
Rolls; however, it is a
means by which numbers of
formally or potentially
unemployed are able to
consume. Having a general
populace that are consum-
ers, the system is able to
maintain. a high level of
productivity, which has
created a surplus of wealth -
capital - and developed a
properous economy. How-
ever, the surplus has
become profits for capital-
ists, not for the distribution
of wealth for the masses.
As a result, wholesale
poverty can be found in a
system of extreme wealth.
To clarify the function of
welfare, it must be pointed
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out that the present. levels
of poverty are not caused
by scarcity of goods, but by
a surplus of goods. Yet, this
in itself, is a contradiction
in the. economic develop-
ment of. this society.

Maximum profits depend
on the productive output;
which, in turn depend on
the public’s _ability. to
consume what is produced.
Therefore, the problem

becomes one of maintaining

a sufficiently high level of
consumer demand so as to
provide. markets for the
potential output of the
economy. To the extent
that consumer demand falls
short .of potential output,
producers will_ not be able
to realize maximum profits
from . their . productive
activities. If consumer
demand falls short of
potential output,_ then
either goods or service will
go unsold or production will
be curtailed. Having whole
numbers of people out of
the consumer _market,
would mean a decrease in
profits. Therefore, some
money is rechanneled back
to the poor so that they can
add to consumer demand.

Not only has this welfare
system effectively depoliti-
cized the struggle of the
poor, it has also diverted
attention from . the class
contradictions of American
society. By focusing exag-
gerated attention on wel-
fare programs, it attempts
to divert the animosity and
frustration of the lower-
middle class downward,
rather than upward.
Welfare is being used as
one scape goat for present
economic ills, because of
two. myths: _1) welfare
.encourages laziness, and 2)
welfare is the _cause of
rising taxes. First, most

welfare benefits go to
indigent children, old
people, the blind and
disabled, female heads of
households with small
children, etc., all of whom
cannot participate in the
labor market. In actuality,
the chief criteria for benefit
eligibility under welfare, is
not that they are poor, but
that they cannot sell their
labor in the market.

WELFARE NOT BASED

ON POVERTY -
Welfare has to be based on
whether or not one can sell
their labor instead of on the
basis of being poor, because
in a society which requires
and depends -on wage
incentives to force people to
work, no one would work if
an adequate -income were
available without work.
Yet, the problem. of work
and the need for such wage
incentives is not a result of
welfare, but _of the
alienation of workers from

- production.

Actual benefits. to those
potentially or actually in
the labor force, tend to be in
the form. of wage .supple-
ments, instead of wage
substitutes. Benefits in the
form of services -(health
care, job training, counsel-
ling),- cannot be used to
provide food, shelter or
clothing.

Secondly, the spiralling
inflation and cost of living
is caused by the. cost of
maintaining an empire. The
cost_of _.maintaining _an
empire includes._putting
war-torn capitalist coun-
tries (Britain, France, West
Germany, Japan,_etc.) on
their feet. Also.included in
the costs of maintaining an
empire are military bases,
limited -wars (Korea, Viet-
nam, etc.) and military and

economic subsidies to client
states. The burden of
paying the = costs of
imperialism has shifted
from _the industrialists and
financiers to. the general,
tax paying public. :

Begause the American
public has_been program-
med to become the_most

_politically ‘and socially

irresponsible people in the
world, they are unable to
see that the federal
government has never been
designed to be the guardian
of the people, but it serves
to protect and propagate
phe interests of . the
industrialists and financ-
iers.

WELFARE A GOOD
CAPITALIST
INVESTMENT

Therefore, welfare pro-
grams serve to strengthen
the stability of the system.
In .all ways, welfare
represents a good _invest-
ment. by capitalists in
stabilizing the system .and
increasing the productivity
of workers. In sum, welfare.
has simply kept poor péople
from becoming rebelliously
poor. Welfare protests have
reached - its dilemma, be-
cause it has failed to
analyze the nature of
welfare programs within
the confines of a capitalist
economy.

Until welfare rights
organizations expand
themselves, not only to
take on demands of
adequate income, but also
take.on the abolishment of
an outdated and inhumane
mode of production -
capitalism - _then the
movement will _remain
chaotic, .ineffective and
self-containing,.
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nited Nations

A

NEW SECURITY COUNCIL
As of Jan 1 there is a new
Security Council. The new
members, elected by the Gen-
eral Assembly, are Byelorus-
sia, Cameroon, Costa Rica,
Iraq and Mauritania. They will
replace Guinea, India, Pana-
ma, Sudan and Yugoslavia,
whose terms have expired.
The new members will join

Australia, Austria, China,
France, Indonesia, Keny a,
Peru, Soviet Union, United

Kingdom and the United States
on the 15 member Council.

COMMISSION ON THE
STATUS OF WOMEN

This Commission carried out
a general discussion on the
implementation of the: UN’s
Declaration on the Elimination
of Discrimination A gainst
Women (passed in 1967), the
legal situation of women in

inember eountries, wenien.and -
tamily Planning, ‘and-women’s '

role in; development.: The
that member states ensure
equal-legal rights for married
women. in employment;; prop-
erty administration, . parental
authority over . children and
divorce.

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S
YEAR: 1975

The Commission on the
Status of Women has approved
a suggested program for
International Women’s Year in
1975.

Among other actions, the
Commission recommended -
for adoption by the Assembly -
a draft declaration calling for
special protection for women
and children in armed con-
flicts. -

It also approved a resolution
stating that ‘‘the right to decide
freely and responsibly on the
number and spacing of
children is a fundamental right
of parents which facilitates the
exercise of other human rights,
especially by women.”

ANGOLA AND
MOZAMBIQUE
LIBERATION
MOVEMENTS

Ina measure dealing
with the Portuguese colonies of
Angola and Mozambique the
Assembly reaffirmed that the
national liberation movements
in those colonies are the au-
thentic representatives of the
people of those areas. It
passed 105 to 8 (Bolivia, Brazil,
France, Portugal, South Afri-
ca, Spain, England and the
U.S.), with 16 abstentions.

LETTER FROM MRS.
ALLENDE .

The Cuban Mission to the UN
has delivered to Kurt Wald-
heim, UN Secretary-General, a
letter from the widow of the
murdered president of Chile.
The letter refers to the raids,
arrests, summary executions,
torture, concentration camps,
confiscation of property and
dismissal of workers charac-
teristic of the new regime and
asks that the UN take steps to
end the terror in Chile and
protect human rights. It is up
fo Waldheim to decide whether
the letter will be circulated as
an official UN document. He
has avoided previous similar
requests around the issue of
Chile,

“Puerto Rican
. movement has been struggling

SELF-DETERMINATION
FOR PUERTO RICO

For the first time, in De-
cember, a resolution recogniz-
ing Puerto Rico as a colony of
the U.S. was overwhelmingly
approved by the General As-
sembly. The resolution, a f-
firming Puerto Rico’s ‘‘ina-
lienable right to independence
and self-determination” was
denounced by the United States
and strongly supported by
among others, Cuba,_Algeria,
Libya and the Soviet Union.
The approval of the resolution
signifies that the Puerto Rican
question will continue- to be
discussed in the international
body, something which’ the
independence

for since 1956 against strong
U.S ‘opposition. 2 .

e

“KPARTHEID " wo “us
) 5., developrr The - . DECLARED A. : ... g
Commission hasrecommended -

~CRIME "% "k Sasee™s

On the 25th anniversary of
the Universal' Declaration of

. "Human Rights, the United:Na-

tions by. a- vote of 91 to 4
(Portugal, Seuth Africa, Eng-
~land and the United -States)

« declared that apartheid, the

forced system of racial sepa-
ration and oppression as prac-
ticed in. southern Africa, is a
crime against humanity.

By 88 votes to 7 (Bolivia,
Israel, Nicaragua,” Portugal,
South Africa, England and the
USA) the Assembly declared
that the government of South
Africa has no right to represent
the people of South Africa as a
whole. The resolution also
condemned the alliance b e-
tween colonialism, the apar-
theid regime and Zionism.

SAIGON WITHDRAWS
REQUEST TO MEET

The Saigon government has
withdrawn its request for a
Security Council meeting over
the issue of the fighting
between it and China over the
Paracel Islands in the South
China Sea.

The Security Council Presi-
dent told reporters that in his
canvassing, only five Council
members would have voted tc
put the matter on the agenda.
Nine votes are needed.

ARREST OF SOUTH

- AFRICAN WORKERS

The Special Committee  of.
Apartheid was informed on
Jan 24 that 250 African workers
had been arrested by the South
African police following a mass
walk-out of more than 10,000
African workers at 11 cotton
mills if~Dugban. . The Sduth.

African’ Congress of Tonade -

Unions and the World Peace
Council have urged the UN to

= take measures "against -South

Africa for this repression.

CAMBODIA:
LEGITIMACY OF THE
LON NOL REGIME

The U.S.-supported govern-
ment of Lon Nol in Cambodia
was almost thrown out of the
United Nations and replaced
by the Royal Government of
National Union of Cambodia,
headed by Prince Norodom Si-

_ hanouk. Sihanouk was ousted

in 1970 by a CIA-sponsored
coup to prepare the way for the
U.S. invasion of Cambodia, and
is now leading the successful
popular struggle to regain
power. The vote was 52 to 50
against reinstatement, with 22
abstentions. The question was
not actually defeated, but post-

poned

DENNIS BANKS, LEFT, AND RUSSELL MEANS, CENTER, IN
one of many court cases Indian activists are having to endure as a

| Report | Wounded Knee
Trial in Session

ST. PAUL, Minn. - The 12
people who sit on the jury that
will eventually render a
verdict for or against Dennis
Banks and Russell Means, two
of the leaders of last year’s
liberation of Wounded Knee,
cannot, in any way, be
considered a jury of their
peers.

No Indians sit on the jury and
the one person of Indian
heritage who was on the panel
from which the jury was
selected was struck twice by
the prosecution - once as a
juror and again as an
alternate. The only Black
potential juror’was also struck
by the prosecution.

There 1is, in fact, only one
person on the jury who isn’t
white, Richard Garcia, . a
32-year-old telephone installer
for Northwestern Bell, who is
Chicano. The jury includes 9
women and 3 men. They are

_divided equally as to ages, with-
“half being under- 307 Seven are

Catholics, itwo are Lithérans
and one described herself as an

.agnostie.

.Most-said-they are politically

.independent, meaning they do

not vote a straight Democratic
or Republican party ticket.
Three are blue collar workers,
with one a president of an Intl.
Assn. of- Machinists local in
Hastings, a small town south of
St. Paul. There are six white
collar workers, two students
and one housewife.

Most of the jurors said they
knew nothing of the historical
significance of Wounded Knee
or why the Oglala Sioux would
have picked that particular
place to take a stand. Most did
not know of the 1890 massacre
of several hundred Sioux
peoples at Wounded. Knee by

U.S. Army troops.

Most were only vaguely
aware of last year’s 71 day
siege of Wounded Knee by
federal government forces and
did not follow-it in the news.
Most have not heard of the
American Indian Movement
(AIM) or were familiar with it
only in terms of the current
trials. Almost no juror knew
what the issues were that were
raised at Wounded Knee.

While the ‘“‘frontier mental-
ity’’ of South Dakota, where
anti-Indian racism is deep, is
not as strong in St. Paul as it is
in Sioux Falls, S.D., where
other Wounded Knee defen-
dants face trial, this jury
cannot be described as Dennis
and Russell's peers.

The atmosphere of the trial is
one of an armed camp with the
federal ' court building filled
with U.S. marshalls, many of
whom were flown here from
other parts of the country and
including some who were at

“Wounded Knee. *Theé govern-

ment. is -trying< to create the
impression that the defen-
dants, AIM and Indian peoples
are violent and a threat to
justice. .. .

All people entering the
federal court building must
pass through an electronic
device and have their personal
belongings searched. This
process included some pro-
spective jurors. All people
attending the trial must
register with federal mar-
shalls, including the press.

Before entering the court-
room, everyone must pass
through another search and
anything the marshalls consid-
er dangerous, like a nail file, is
taken away from you and kept
by the marshalls until you
leave the courtroom.

The harrassment and pene-

(Cont’d on pg. 15)

result of their just struggle.
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Nkrumah’s Newspaper Revived

‘BY Kwaku Adjisam

ACCRA, Ghana - ‘““The Peo-
ple’s Evening News”” (TPEN),
Ghana’s fourth weekly journal,
appeared here for the first time
on Friday, Jan. 11 - almost on
the eve of the ruling National
Redemption Council’s (NRC’s)
Second Anniversary, Jan. 13.

The -other weeklies are the
religious ‘‘Catholic Standard”’
published in Cape Coast in the
west, and ‘“The Palaver’’ and
‘“The Echo’ in the capital here.

There are three dailies:
‘““Daily Graphic’’ and the
‘‘Ghanaian Times,”” both
stateowned here and the
private-owned pro-Govt. ‘“The
Pioneer,’’ published in Ku-
masi. There are no less than 5
monthly magazines.

With an enlarged pass-port-
size pix of the head of State Col.
Ignatius Kuti Acheampong on
the front-page, and the late Dr.
Nkrumabh'’s full portrait on the
third, TPEN devotes over a
whole page to an editorial
covering half of its front page
and two-thirds of its second
page.

‘“The resurrection of ‘Even-
ing News’ (published by
Nkrumah to back his political
movement in the 40s and 50s -
Ed.), which history cannot
deny as being the mouth-piece
of the CPP, does not in any
way, indicate that this paper is
reborn to champion the cause
of the banned CPP at this time,
when party politics is not
allowed.

‘“‘But since Kwame Nkrumah
was not only the undisputed
leader of genius, he was the
incarnation of the very idea
and dream of the new society.
And for this reason, we shall at
all times be motivated to
honour him where honour is
due,’’ the editorial says in
parts.

" The new paper, which fully
backs the NRC and the Ghana
Trade Union Congress, pledges
sto follow Nkrumah’s gospels
and preach his good works
always, and defend and propa-
gate the philosophy and
principles and policies of the
NRC and all ‘‘progressive
forces’ at all times.

Under its last sub-heading,
‘“‘Human Dignity,”’ the editor-
ial has this to say:

‘‘Beyong the Ghanaian

scene, it will be our duty to
make a common cause with
the millions of our brothren in
Africa still under colonial and
racist yoke in their struggle for
liberation and human dignity.
We shall fight shoulder to
shoulder with our brethren in
Angola, Mozambique, Guinea-
Bissau, Zimbabwe, Namibia,
Azania (South Africa), and
other parts of Africa, still in
bondage. We shall also support
all liberation struggles in other
parts of the world.

‘““We shall expose colonial-
ism, neo-colonialism and the
attendant evils in our society
which are the relics of
imperialism and colonialism.

‘““We abher neo-colonialism
of whatever hue and shall
foster the keeping of balance
over the pressures of power
politics and economic subjuga-
tion.

“The self-reliance policy
shall be our guiding principle
while recognising the need for
international co-operation and
a}mity. We shall uphold the
ideals of Ghana and Africa
conscious of the fact that we
must be masters of our
fatherland and God-given
continent. On these principles,
we know no compromise.”

TPEN is a six-column, neatly
printed four-page paper.

Armed Aggression is

Advocated Against Arabs

YOBU News Service

WASHINGTON, D. C. -In a
newsletter issued by the Amer-
ican Security Council, a pri-
vate military support organi-
zation, it was stated that the
United States should not hesi-
tate to use ‘‘extreme m e a-
sures’’ if the Arab nations con-
tinue their oil embargo against
the United States.

The American Security
Council was formed in Chicago
in 1950 to provide businessmen
with information on commun-
ism and prospects for its de-
velopment in area where they
(Capitalists) were thinking a-
bout investing capital.

However, according to " a
spokesman contacted decided
to broaden its field of interest
to the area of the United States
defense posture.”” This expan-
sion took place in the mid
1960’s.

The organization, even
through it maintains it is a
private group, serves as con-
sultants to the United States
Congress House Armed Serv-
ices Committee, which helps to
setS the military policy of the
U.s.

The idea being pushed by the
American Security Council fits
in the body of thought which
holds that the Arab nations

have no right to use their oil as
they see fit. These groups have
even gone as far as to call for
the internationalizing of Arab
oil.

To quote from the Council
newsletter’s foreign editor
“The Arabs are menacing the
U.S. juglar and big powers do
not usually tolerate this sort of
action by small powers.” He
continued ‘““If the Arabs con-
tinue to tighten their oil em-
bargo, our hand could be
forced. No administration can
simply do nothing if a major
economic disaster strikes be-
cause of an energy shortage.”

The AmericanSecurity
Council is not by any means an

isolated voice on the question

of armed aggression against
the Arabs. The sentiment
flows in the Pentagon, gains
advocacy in the White House
and runs rampart in the Board
rooms of giant U.S. corpora-
tions. It goes from there into
the boot camps of Marines who
are currently receiving inten-
sive desert warfare training
and continues into the street
via c o rporation-sponsored
media campaigns designed to
convince the public that the
Arabs are to blame for their
troubles.
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Sanitation Workers
Victorious in Ala.

'YOBU NEWS SERVICE

FAIRFIELD, Ala. - Street and
sanitation workers in this
small town, on the outskirts of
Birmingham, won their total
demands after a 13-week strike
against the city.

The strike was supported by
both Black and white citizens
who joined the strikers in
demanding the mayor and city
council meet their demands.

Fifty-one of 54 workers

‘Street and Sanitation Depart-

ment struck, calling attention
to low pay of $1.90- an hour
average, no union recognition,
and barbaric working condi-
tions. Of the workers who
retreated, all 8 were white,
leaving all Black workers to
stick it out. In spite of the fact
that white workers, threatened
by the mayor and Civil Service
Commission, returned to work,
the white citizens continued
their support to the strikers.

US Oil Companies

With the increased pressures
of mass meetings with the city
council, overflowing garbage
cans, spreading disease, and
economic boycotts by the
citizens, the mayor and city
council were forced to grant
the workers’ demands.

An important element that

. assured workers victory was

the support of Black high
school and college students of
Fairfield. In addition, all
segments of the community
were contacted and informed.
A community newsletter
sprang up and kept people
informed and not dependent on
the ruling class media.

This victory could possibly
call forth more organized
struggle for other oppressed
sectors of Fairfield. One
tangible victory could assure
::ore peo;:le of eventually

ruggling to gain communit;
control. r

PushedSaudi

Arabia to increase Oil Prices

WASHINGTON (LNS) - Ac-
cording to documents recent}
obtained by eolumnist Jac
Anderson, a giant U. S. oil
cembine encouraged the Saudi
Arabian government to in-
crease prices on crude oil. This
move ensured greater profits
for both the oil companies and
the Saudi Arabian government
-- at the expense of consumers

~around the world.

Based on the papers supplied
him, Anderson has. charged
that the Arabian-American Oil
Company (ARAMCO), fearing
nationalization of their Saudi
operations, continually pushed
for price increases throughout
the year, ‘‘to squeeze out more
profits before the takeover.”
In 1973 the cost of crude oil shot
up an incredible 47 per cent.

ARAMCO is a consortium of
four U.S. corporations — Ex-
xon, Mobil, Standard of Cali-
fornia, and Texaco, plus the
Saudi Arabian government,
which produced about 90 per
cent of the oil taken from Saudi
Arabia. Presently it is the
world’s third largest producer
of petroleum, the largest Mid-
dle East oil producers and the
largest exporter, surpassing in
recnt years both Venezuela and
Iran.

According to information
Anderson claims to have re-
ceived from ‘‘sources inside
ARAMCO who have access to
its most secret files,”” the giant
combine began early last year
‘“agitating for higher prices.”

Through a nifty little tax
loophole designed to encourage

price increase. First is obvi-
ous: the higher the price, the
greater their profits.
secondly, however, the U.S.
government allows oil ¢ om-
panies to deduct as a tax
write-off--dollar for dollar-any
money paid to foreign coun-
tries in royalties or taxes.

Anderson reports that ‘“the
confidential tables also indi-
cate that ARAMO gets a
pay-back from Saudi Arabia
for its technical help in de-
veloping new industries, such
as salt production.”’” Though
the information is not totally
clear, Anderson says that “it
appears that the proportion of
the pay-back increases as the
price of oil goes up.”

The documents reveal that
ARAMO is changing its method
of operating in Saudi Arabia
because of the increasing
threat of nationalization. ‘Be-
cause the Saudis are expected
to take over the oil at the
wellhead,” says Anderson,
the company is preparing to
take its profits from refining
and marketing. In the past it
has been the other way a-
round.”

The initial results of this
change? Well, as Anderson
summerizes: ‘‘the secret doc-
uments reveal that the four
AMACO partners are making a
profit off the price increase.
Only their customers are hurt-
ing.”

Point Of Production

(Cont’d from pg. 7)

keep their children and homes from starving and
freezing. And in this respect, workers are in
FUNDAMENTAL CONTRADICTION with the
ruling class. Thus, we say Black workers take the

lead.

We must build a United Eront in our community. We
must fight all racial discrimination and. oppression
(for instance, if a service station owner is.cut off from
his gas supply because he is Black). But. we must
always put the interests of the Black working people
in the forefront..They are the ones who will not.only
fight individual cases of discrimination, but also carry
our struggle against the ruling class through to the

end.
Black Workers Take The Lead!
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NEW YORK (LNS) - There's a
new breed of American farmer
fast replacing the hardwork-
ing, up-at-dawn figure of the
past. To be sure, the day to day
work is still done by people
close to the land. But today,
moere often than not, the big
decisions - what to grow, and
how, who to sell to and for how
much - are being made in
corporate boardrooms Dby
“farmers’ in pinstripe suits
who carry briefcases instead of
pitchforks.

In 1935, there were 6.8 million
farms in the United States, but
according to the Census of
Agriculture, that number had
dropped by 1969 to 2.7 million.
Farms continue to fold at the
rate of 2,000 a week, many
swept up into bigger farms ten
times their size. Fortune, a
magazine serving the business
world, estimated in its July,
1973 issue, that in a few
decades, there will only be
about 100,000 to 200,000 large
farms left in this country.

Who are these new farmers?
Large agribusiness corpora-
tions such as Ralston Purina,
Del Monte, General Foods, and
Safeway control vast amounts
of land and the crops produced

‘on it.

There is also fast-growing
conglomerate invelvement in
agriculture - companies, who
by their names you’d never
guess were involved in agricul-
ture. For instance, ITT serves
up Smithfield Ham and Wonder
Bread; turkey is available
from Greyhound’s Armour
division; Dow Chemical grows
lettuce and Boeing Aircraft
dishes out its' own potatoes
while Purex provides straw-
berries.

To give just one example of
the land these companies
control, take Tenneco. Already
involved in oil production,
pipelines, chemicals, packag-
ing and shipbuilding, this
conglomerate moved into agri-
business in the late 1960’s when
it acquired the Kern County
Land Company, with its
millions of acres in California,
Arizona, New Mexico and
Oregon.

Tt is sometimes difficult to
grasp the dimensions of such
vast land holdings under the
control of one financial
interest,”

writes William Rob-

- warehouses; it

bins in his book, The American
Food Scandal. “To try to get
the point across, one witness at
U.S. Senator Adlai Stevenson’s
hearings in 1972, presented
graphically the scope of
(Tennaco’s) Kern County hold-
ings:

“That is roughly eqgual to a
one-mile strip of land extend-
ing from San Francisco to Los
Angeles. ‘The distance be-
tween those two cities is more
than 400 miles. ‘If you have
trouble getting all of that,’ he
added, ‘it is (also equal to a)
six mile (wide strip) from San
Francisco to Sacramento’ - a
distance of 85 miles.

Many of the giant agribus-
iness concerns have also
become more powerfiul through
a process called vertical
integration. Briefly, vertical
integration is when one
company engaged in a particu-
lar phase of an industry, enters
another phase of that same
industry. Thus a supermarket
begins not only to sell bread but
to manufacture it, or a
processor of peas decides to
grow its own peas.

**No longer is farming a way
of life, it is a business,”’ writes
the Agribusiness Accountabil-
ity Project, a public interest
research organization based in
Washington. ‘““The goal is to
make rural America an
agricultural factory, with a
vertically integrated corporate
controlled assembly line run-
ning from the field through the
supermarket check-out count-
er.

Today nearly a fourth of total
U.S. agricultural production is
now vertically integrated.
Take for instance, Del Monte,
the world’s largest canner of
fruits and vegetables.

According to the Agribusi-
ness Accountability Project,
Del Monte also ‘‘manufactur-
ers its own cans, and prints its
own labels; it conducts its own
agricultural research; it grows
produce on its own land, as well
as putting 10,000 farmers under
production contracts; it distri-
butes its produce through its
own banana transports, air-
freight forwarding stations,
ocean terminal and trucking
operations: it operates its own
maintains 58
sales offices throughout the

world; and it caters 28
restaurants and provides food
services for United Airlines

Ralston Purina, the firm that
vertically integrated poultry
production in the 1960’s,
leaving thousands of indepen-
dent chicken producers devas-
tated, is now engaged in hog
integration. Along with Swift &
Co., Ralston intends to build a
massive integrated hog factor
in Missouri.

The Des Moines Register
reports that feasibility studies
‘“‘have indicated the operation
will have one million hogs or
more on some 5,000 acres, with
production, slaughter, packag-
ing, and marketing of the
livestock all on the same site.”’

Concludes the Agribusiness
Accountability Project, ‘‘If
poultry integration is a model,
consumers can expect the hog
facotry to produce pork that is
filled with drugs and chemical
additives, that is less nutritious

and less tasty and that
ultimately, will be more
costly.”

Corporate control of the food
industry effects consumers in a
very real way for the
corporations have the power to
decide what will be produced,
what methods of production
will be used, whether or not
new firms will be able to enter
the field, the quality of the
finished food product, and how
much it will cost.

For example, if Campbell’s
Soup (who, along with three
other companies in the U.S.,
controlled 79.9 percent of all
canning and preserving profits
in 1962) feels that soup prices
are too low because there is too
much soup around, it can
produce less soup. Or, more
likely, it can make “silent”
agreements with Lipton’s
(owned by Unilever) to raise
prices.

Rarely do companies com-
pete for a bigger share of the
market by lowering prices.
Instead, the competition takes
place around access to cheap
supplies, investment opportun-
ities, advertising space and
political influence. When pric-
es are concerned, the compan-
ies always form a solid front
against the consumer.

This conspiracy against the
consumer is also aided by the
vast network of interlocking
directorates which brings a
member of the board of
directors of one company in
close contact with directors
from other companies in
related industries. The follow-
ing are some of the interlocks
discovered by the Agribusiness
Accountability Project. Re-
member, one link with one
other company is all that’s
necessary to tie a corporation
into the network.

Del Monte has directors who
meet others from a wide range
of agribusiness on the boards of
Broadway Hale Stores, West-
ern Bancorporation, Southern
California Edison, Pacific Gas
and Electric and others. Dow
Chemical has, among others,
an interlock with Bud Antle,
Inc.., a giant farming enter-
rpise from which Dow bought
17.000 acres of land in
California and Arizona.

Getty Oil is interlocked with
A&P. The J. G. Boswell
Company was linked with
Safeway Stores and Safeway
was in turn interlocked with
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Southern Pacific, as well as
Amgac, Inc. and Castle &
Cooke, the two Hawaiian
agricultural giants.

‘‘More than anything else, all
those interests come together
on the boards of the big
banks,”” writes William Rob-
bins. “The Bank of America,
for example, the biggest source
f agribusiness financing,
meshes with the network
through interlocks with a list
that reads like a roll call of the
food industry:

“Producers Cotton; Di Gior-
gio, the processing conglomer-
ate; Getty Oil and Kaiser
Industries, owners of widely
diverse lands; Consolidated
Foods; Von’s Grocery Com-
pany; American Potato Com-
pany, Standard Oil of Califor-
nia with its varied landhold-
ings; Lucky Stores; Foremost-
McKesson, the dairy conglom-
erate, and Newhall Land and
Farming, producer of cattle
and more than 30 crops.”

The bank boards are, at the
very least, exceedingly con-
venient meeting places. And it
should not seem strange that at
banks where such big interests
congregate, smaller farmers
pay highly discriminatory
rates in comparison with those
charged the corporations.

The Concentration of power
these corporations hold, is
staggering. But don’t get the
idea that that power will ever

be diminished by breaking up
the monopolies into smaller
‘“‘more competitive’’ compan-
ies. “‘Big companies represent
a natural outgrowth of the ‘old’
system in which many firms
competed with each other,”
explains the Union for Radical
Political Economics National
Food Research Collective.
‘“The rationales of the Mom
and Pop stores and the
supermarkets are the same.

Each tries to make as many
profits as possible, regardless
of their effects on people,
nature or their competitors.
Neither can afford to be
different.”’

Anti-trust action in the early
1900’s actually split up some of
the huge industrial empires
built up by the Rockefellers,
Mellons, Carnegies, and
others. But in the ensuing 70
years, the wealth and power of
the Rockefellers, for example,
has only increased, concentra-
ted now in dozens of
‘“different’’ corporations, rath-
er than under one company
name.

‘““We cannot break apart big
companies and at the same
time preserve the integrity of
the profit system,” continues
URPE. ““As long as the profit
system exists, some companies
will grow and swallow others.
We could chop up the big
companies a hundred times,
but they would still keep
coming back.”
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Revolutionary Art
Exhibit in Tanzania

Reprint from TANZANIAN
SUNDAY NEWS

Imagine some discarded
concrete bricks collected and
piled on top of each other in a
couple of beautiful curves.
Visualise that these old bricks
stare at you with images and
symbols which were used by
your ancestors as early as
10,000 years ago.

To this add the fact that these
marks of ancient African
civilisation have been drawn
from all parts of Africa and
that they represent the most
impressive of the arts and the
highest scientific feats of those
bygone days. Then you are at
the gate of Babatunde
Folayemi’s art exhibition at
the National Museum in Dar es
Salaam.

For three months now, the
National Museum in the capital
has been turned into a.kind of
“humanhive’’ (remember bee-
hive?). Over seven thousand
school children and adults have
thronged the place to view the
biggest art exhibition Dar es
Salaam has ever witnessed.

The artist, Babatunde Fola-
yemi, an Afro-American resi-
dent in the capital, has sought
to recreate what is best out of
the African cultural heritage.
Tracing it from the very
beginning of recorded time
when Africa was the cradle of
human civilisation.

Coming to the present,
scrawling and twisting through
time and history, the artist has
placed art squarely in the thick
of the fight against imperial-
ism, colonialism, capitalism
and all their kith and kin.

Side by side with the history
of Africa and its current battle
with the forces of oppression, is
Tanzania’s endeavour to build
a socialist society, self-reliatn
and culturally rich.

All these and more have
found their way into the
revolutionary brush of the
artist. With about 50 paintings
made on various cheap
materials, including coconut
shells, spongy packing mater-
ial, scrap wood and metal,
stones and bricks, bulk-cloth
and soft-board, the artist has
packed not only the long and
rich past of the Black
continent, but also charted out
its future.

By examining the seeds of
the past and how they have
given rise to the present; he
has been able to play the
prophet and decipher the seeds
of tomorrow. Africa’s tomor-
row in his vision is one in which
the fires of revolution swallow
the forces of evil (capitalism)
and a new man is born.

This image of tomorrow
occupies a part of the artist’s
attention. After depicting
through the brush and paint, all
the woes and sufferings of the
Black man at the hands of first,
the slavemaster, then the
coloniser and now the continu-
ed exploitation of man by man,
Folayemi proceeds to show the
flames of revolution reducing
to ashes the agents of
capitalism,. And from the
ashes of this evil, a new man is
to be born in a new Africa.

This new man is the chd of
today. It is the child who is at
the centre of tomorrow’s
strength. But the strength of
this child who is the strength of
tomorrow, cannot just drop
from heaven like manna of the
old. It will be acquired through

education. This is the artist’s
viewpoint.

As it has been pointed out in
the first paragraph, the whole
of Africa has been represented
at the exhibition. By bringing
together articles and concepts
from various parts of Africa,
Folayemi has attempted to
depict what I am tempted to
call the cultural unity of
Africa.

But can one separate culture
from politics these days?
Folayemi’s attempt, therefore,
is an attempt at' and a
contribution towards African
Unity.

He has done this by putting
together in one house, the
various things which tie the
African peoples together. For
instances, he has looked at the
way they worship, their
methods of ‘‘teaching” their
youth, the division of labour
between women and men, and
their traditional games and
sports.

The exhibition shows that the
symbols they use to represent
such things as the eternity of
life, infinity of certain powers,
wisdom and the omnipotence of
God, as well as the way they
communicate with their ances-
tors, are very similar.

There is actually a ‘‘mock”
Yoruba altar at the exhibition
and according to the artist, it is
very similar to that of the
Sukuma of Tanzania.

‘“‘For too long, our enemies
have capitalised on the things
that divide us rather than those
which give us a common
identity. We must now reverse
the situation and give publicity
to those things which make us
one people,” he said, adding
“and in fact, there are more
things that tie us together than
those which divide us.”

Folayemi also sees the need

for artists to depict Africa
heroically to offset the influ-
ence of Western Authorship
which has perpetually portray-
ed Africa as a miserable and
melanchely continent, without
history or future. And, true to
his call, his own drawings are
one giant praise song for
Africa.

If there is any one period
which has received the lion’s
share at the show, then it is the
12 years in which Tanzania has
been independent. Here the
paintings have been reinforced
by photographs and quotations
from Mwalimu Nyerere’s
writings and speeches.

They show the strides
Tanzania has made since 1961.
Even the mobilisation of people
before Uhuru is depicted with
forceful clarity, including the
birth of the party, TANU. The
post-independence struggles in
the various facets of our
national life like agriculture,
national defence, adult educa-
tion, Mtuni Afya, and above all,
Ujamaa have all emerged out
of the paint and brush of the
artist. ;

Here, Folayemi has played a
trick with colours. A keen
observer will notice that
throughout this part, the artist
has used only the four colours
of the national flag; black,
green, blue and yellow, thus
reinforcing the importance of
the flag without too much from
the viewer.

All said and done, Babatunde
Folayemi’s art exhibition,
sponsored by the National
Museum and officiaily opened
by President Nyerere on Dec.
8, must be viewed as a major
attempt in the history of art in
this country to try and
integrate it with the revolu-
tionary endeavours of the mass
of workers and peasants in this
country. !

THOMAS WANSLEY

Massive Va. Community Rally
Demands Freedom for Wansley

LYNCHBURG, Va. - The black
community here, is united in
calling for the resignation of a
public official who opposes
freedom for Thomas Wansley.

More than 1,200 black people,
and some whites, jammed the
Court Street Baptist Church at
a mass meeting, to make the
demand.

The meeting was organized
on two days’ notice, in response
to a public statement by
Royston Jester III, the local
prosecutor. Jester told the
news media that he had written
Virginia Gov. Linwood Holton
urging him not to grant
Wansley aipardon. z

Wansley is a 27-year-old
black man who was arrested in
1962 in Lynchburg on charges
of raping a white woman.

He spent 10 years in prison,
was released on bond last
January, when his conviction
was set aside by a federal court
order, but was returned to
prison in mid-November, when
the federal court order was
overruled by an appeals court.

Jester has been common-
wealth’s attorney in Lynch-

burg for over 10 years and
prosecuted the state’s case
against Wansley. In his recent
statement, Jester said it would
be a ‘‘travesty on justice’ to
place Wansley back on the
streets. He also said that ‘‘a
number of persons of Wans-
ley’s race regard him as
dangerous, a menace to society
and a disgrace on his race.”

The mass meeting was called
to answer that statement. In a
formal statement endorsed at
the meeting, those assembled
said:

“The Black community of
Lynchburg wishes to make it
categorically clear to Mr.
Jester, that no white man
speaks for the Black people of
our city. The office of the

. Governor has been flooded

with countless letters and
petitions requesting a-pardon
for Thomas Carlton Waunsley.
The black communily has
spoken. To imply that a
majority of Black people do not
want Wansley back on the
streets, is an unsupportable
lie...We dare Mr. Jester to
publicly name any Black
person who made such a
statement...

ARTIST EXPLAINS TO MWALIMU. PICTURED LEFT TO Minister of the United Republic of Tanzania, H. E. Mwalimu

right, are: H. E. Rashidi Kawawa, second vice president, Prime

Julius K. Nyerere and revolutionary artist Babatunde Folayemi.
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PORTUGUESE TROOPS IN MOZAMBIQUE - WAGING A LOSING BATTLE.

Portugal Pressures For
Greater U.S. Support

Recent pressure by the Port- !
uguese Government calling on
the U.S. to maximize its mili-
tary aid to Portugal’s African
Colonial wars has resulted in
what may be accurately term-
ed as ‘‘imperialistic black-
mail” that only reflects the
struggle of interests between
the two imperialist countries.

Portugal’'s pcsition of
strength in mounting pressure
on the U.S. is that the US.'s
‘only airlift base in the Atlantic,
Lajes USAFB, is needed and
has been used in the Arab-Is-
raeli War to transport military
supplies to Israel. The sig-
nificance of the base is that
there is no other refueling sta-
tion in route to Israel for the
C-5A transport planes and
tankers. Only if the planes
were empty of cargo could they
make non-stop flights to Israel
from the U.S. During the war,
the Lajes AFB, located in the
Portuguese Azores, was also
used as an anti-submarine base
as well as for logistic support.

The Nixon regime is angrily
backed in the corner by the
position of non-cooperation by
membering NATO (North At-
lantic Treaty Organization)
countries. Portugal was the
only member-country that was
able and willing to render es-
sential support in the airlift to
Israel.

Another aspect of Portugal’s
position is that it is not threat-
ened by a boycott of oil by the
Arabs. Although Portugal has
been receiving 90 per cent of its
oil from Arab countries, withits
agreement with Gulf Oil, the
largest investor in Portuguese
Africa, it does not worry about
oil.  Gulf’s major operation
there is in the Cabina area of
Portuguese controlled Angola.
Last year Gulf Oil, in Angola,
produced 6,800,000 tons of oil,
which is more than twice Port-
ugal’s oil needs. The agree-
ment allows Portugal the right
to keep as high as 50 per cent of
the oil produced.

The principal reason for
Portugal’s importation of Arab
oil is simply that oil produced
in the Cabina has a high wax
content, and a low sulfur con-

tent which is unsuitable for
Lisbon (Portugal’s capitol) re-
fineries.

Most of the Cabina Oil is
exported to Canada, U.S., and
Japan, but Portugal could eas-
ily make a switch. Informed
speculation is that as part of
the Azores airlift deal, the
Cabina oil is now taken by the
U.S. in exchange for crude oil
that is more suitable for Lis-
bon’s refinery needs. This
requirement is included in the
standing agreement between
Gulf and the Portuguese Gov-
ernment.

In terms of the political as-
pects of the deal, at around the
time the airlift began, Portugal
faced problems at the United
Nations over the Declaration of
Independence by African Lib-
eration forces in the Republic
of Guinea-Bissau. Portugal
was concerned about the possi-
bility of UN approval of the
declaration and even member-
ship, which would eventually
crush Portugal’s African poli-
cies. When the U.S. took a
weak position on the question,
the Portuguese reacted, and
U.S. delegates became the
vanguard of opposition to Afri-
can aims over Guinea-Bissau.

The U.S. delegates in voting
were usually in a minority of
few more than one, in opposing
admission of ' Guinea-Bissau.,
which declared its indepen-
dence on September 26, 1973.
Over 60 nations recognized the
liberated republic, and the only
way it would be kept out of the
U.N. is if the United States
used its veto power in the
Security Council. The Nov. 2,
UN General Assembly vote
showed 93 in favor of 7 in oppo-
sition.

The American Assistant Sec-
retary of State for African,
Ambassador David Newsom,
took” a tough line even in
Adis-Ababa, Ethiopia, on a re-
cent visit to the Middle East.
Emphasizing the U.S. position,
he was made aware of by the
Arabs of their strategy to try to
force the U.S. to break its ties
with Portugal as the price for
cooperation on the oil issue.

The Nixon Administration
has realized the importance.of
the Azores armed airlifts in the
future to Israel, and asked
Congress to kill an amendment
to the Foreign Assistance Bill,
proposed in the House of Rep-
resentatives, that would make
a law of the 1961 Executive
Order forbidding the use of
U.S. arms in colonial wars in
Portuguese Africa.

Yet the amendment passed
the House. When met with
opposition in the Senate, ac-
cording to Jake Applewhite, of
Black Rep. Andrew Young
(D-Ga.)’s office, Congress
reached a compromise with the
Senate, which was passed. It
stipulated that the use of ‘U.S.
arms to assist in any war be
reported to Congress. Before,
the President supposedly acted
on Executive Order, indepen-
dent of Congress.

The 1971 agreement over the
Azores, expiring this month,
was granted a 6 month exten-

_tion, awaiting US-Portuguese

agreement, according to Felix
Dias, of the Portuguese - Em-
bassy. In the old agreement
leasing the Azores, the U.S.
provided a $30 million loan for
feed grain, granted an ocean-
graphic research vessel,

-granted $1 million for teacher

training, and offered $5 million
in non military access equip-
ment. A $400 million line of
credit with the U.S. govern-

ment extended to Portugal in

relation to the base agreement,
is claimed by the U.S. State
Dept. and Portugal to have
hardly been touched.

Portugal’s weakness, despite
threats posed to U.S., is its
need for more advanced arms
to deal with advanced Soviet
weapons, including surface-
to-air missles, now used by
African guerillas in the colon-
ial wars.

With the pressures mounting
from all angles on the U.S., on
Portugal, the question that
should be viewed as the es-
sential determinant is the eco-
nomic interests of those Im-
perialists,-and which are their
priorities.
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DC. Hospital Workers
Organize for Union

YOBU NEWS SERVICE
WASHINGTON, D.C. - The
plight of G. W. Hospital
workers is one that should
receive the support and
attention of all those concerned
with the rights of workers.
George Washington Univer-
sity is one of the largest
employers in Washington,
D.C., second only to the federal
government. The workers at
the hospital, which carries its
name, are now waging a
struggle to unionize in order to
achieve better working condi-
tions, benefits, and higher
wages. Opposing their efforts
are G. W. officials who have
arrested, fired, suspended, and
intimidated workers. The hos-
pital administration obviously
does not wish to allow their
workers the right to a union.

Unorganized workers can be
easily abused and this is what
G. W. has been doing to
hospital workers. This has
been made easy because the
hospital workers 'are not
covered by the National Labor
Relations Act, which would
make such action as that taken
by the hospital administration
illegal.

The majority of these
unorganized workers are
Black. They are stuck in low
paying jobs, under the worst
conditions with little chance for
advancement. A union organ-

izer described the conditions in-
a mail room where four

workers had to carry out their
tasks in a area 8 by 8, with no
ventilation. Another worker
suffered constantly from dizzi-
ness due to disposing of
improperly disguared formal-
dehyde bottles. When the
former incident was brought to
the attention of the adminis-
tration, the worker was merely
given a surgical mask to wear.

The idea of a union arouse in
1972 and following 18 months of
organizing, workers called on
the administration to hold
elections to determine union

. representation. When the ad-

ministration refused and hos-
pital administrator, Novak,
made himself unavailable for a
meeting with representatives;
the workers waged a sit-in at
the hospital.

Fifty-five of these employees
were arrested, charged with
illegal entry in their own place
of employment. Later 28
workers were fired and 45
others suspended. One of those
fired was a pregnant mother of
two, who was the head of her
family. These moves against
the protesting workers acted as
a deterent to stop others from
becoming involved.

The G. W. administration
used any measures at its
disposal to prevent the deve-
lopment of a union. When a
noon rally was announced,
supervisors altered lunch
schedules so that they would
not be working during the same
time as the rally. Organizers
who were not fired or
suspended, are being closely
watched and are restricted
from associating with other
workers.

Though, hindered somewhat
unionizing efforts continue
with an educational thrust
aimed at developing a well-
grounded movement among
the workers. :

Realizing the significance of
their struggle, the union
organizers tried to involve
many elements of the com-
munity, including students and
other workers who have
organized themselves in the
form of the G. W. Hospital
Workers Support Committee,
to assure that G. W. does not
succeed or continue to sup-
press the rights of workers.

Recent Oglala Sioux
Elections Challenged

On Feb. 7, the election for
tribal chairman of the Oglala
sioux was held on Pine Ridge
reservation in South Dakota.
The election was held after
landslide primary in which
Russell Means, American
Indian Movement leader, beat
encumbent government puppet
Richard Wilson. 2

The final election has been
declared illegal by the Ameri-
can Indian Movement. In an
incredible travesty of justice,
the encumbent Richard Wilson
with his forces of Bureau of
Indian Affairs (BIA) police,
FBI agents, Dept. of Interior
plus U.S. Marshalls, denied the
presence of observers and
outside news media personnel
from watching the election.
BIA police forced independent
monitors off the reservation.

Non-eligible people, includ-
ing whites, were seen voting on
the reservation. BIA police
were also observed going
door-to-door, intimidating vot-
ers. Former tribal judge
Hobart Keith, noticed money
being handed out by the Wilson
regime to buy votes.

In a final attempt at justice,
BIA Commissioner Morris

Thompson was asked to
intervene with independent
monitors to watch the election.
The BIA Commissioner an-
swered by telegram that all
assistance was denied. In
several districts, it was
reported that more people
voted than physically exist in
the district.

The American Indian Move-
ment today is seeking court
action to impound the ballot
boxes so that national indepen-
dent observers could be
brought in to examine for
voting irregularities and other
illegal acts by the emcumbent
administration.

AIM leaders enjoin the
United Nations and the World
to question the inhuman
oppression that Indian people
continue to suffer under the
dictatorial BIA, plus their U.S.
puppet governments on re-
servations throughout the
United States. AIM calls for the
formation of an International
Commission to assist Indian
peoples in obtaining the basic
human rights, while residing in
a hostile, unjust society of
invaders who have stolen their
country.
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a FILMS AAILABLE

-“THROUGHOUT THE WORLD* THE ESCALA-.
-=TION OF IMPERIALIST AGGRESSION IS _..
.MAKING THE ISSUES CLEAR, AND EXPLOIT-
—ATION CAN NO LONGER BE DISGUISED.”
. Kwame Nkrumah

Films of and for the struggle against Racism,
B Capitalism and Imperialism

SAME STRUGGLE - MANY FRONTS

BwEST AFRICA, ANOTHER VIETNAM - Al
== documentary on the work of Amilcar Cabral and the =
B PAIGC to liberate the people of Guinea-Bissau from
==the grip of Portuguese colonialism and to rebuild a ==
[l stable society. 30 min. Black and White
[l DUMPING GROUNDS - An inside look at the day to &8
==day reality of life for Blacks in the ‘illegal’’ white ==
minority ruled nation of South _Africa. This film,
== Which was shot without the permission of the South ==
African government, deals with the forced movement
= Of thousands of Africans from the urban areas back t0 mm
.the ‘“‘bush” in order to make the_areas around the.
cities ‘‘lilly white.”” 30 min. Black and White ey

.FINALLY GOT THE NEWS - The story of the!
= development. of the League of Revolutionary Black.
.Workers inside the Detroit auto plants. Gives a first ™
™hand analysis of the capitalist system which.
oppresses Black workers. An important film. 45 min.

==Black and White
|

==BREAKING THE CHAINS OF OPPRESSION=
B[ African Liberation Day ’72] - This film records one of
==the largest mass demonstrations by Black people in =
B this country. since the time of Marcus Garvey. Qver
==55 000 Black people across this country from various ==
B walks of life, stood together on a day in May of 1972 |Jj
== t0 declare to the world that imperialism capitalism ==
and racism would be given no rest or shelter in the.
== Black community.
.35 min. Color.

.PEOPLE’S WAR IN ANGOLA - A film strip.
= Presenting the struggle of the people of Angola to e
B control their lives.. Also, presents the. social.
==reconstruction, which is taking place in the liberated o

areas of Angola. .
==89 frames. Black and White =
=TEACH OUR CHILDREN [the Attica Film] - A=
[l vowerful film study of the Sept. 1971 Attica prison |
==rebellion. A detailed probe into the rebellion and the ==

vicious assault that left 39 dead and hundreds [Jj
-= wounded, hostages and inmates alike. -
.35 min. Black and White B

.A LUTA CONTINUA [The Struggle Continues] - A JJj
==photo_exhibition on the Liberation struggles taking ==
place in Guinea-Bissau, Mozambique and Angola. All
—=Photos and maps are mounted and ready for display. e
.35 photos and maps. Black and White B

iPARTNERS IN APARTHEID - A slide presentation
of the nature of United States involvement in
=5 apartheid in South Africa and a look at the conditions B
.which Blacks are forced to live and work under, inside
—~the white minority ruled state. B
120 slides with tape cassette. =

Color.

BTANZANIA [In the beginning] - A film produced in H
==the mid 1960’s which shows the Republic of Tanzania fe
as it tries to construct a state where the exploitation H
==0of man by man does not exist. The film contains a =
.good study of the_election process and the role of the
==party in politics in_Tanzania, along with interviews ==
with President. Julius Nyerere.
=20 min. Black and White

i YOBU has the above films available to groups and.
_organizations for a reasonable rental fee on a first
.request basis. Also, special rates For film festivals.
_and series bookings. 3
For further information contact:
BYOBU Film Project
=473 Florida Avenue, N.W.
.Washington, D.C. 20001
=1202] 387-3556

ALSC Program For 1974

(Cont’d from pg. 2)
plified in the Watergate
scandal.

In an overwhelming major-
ity vote of 64-10, the steering
committee reaffirmed the
Statement of Principles as
written and also voted to set up
some type of public forum
whereby further discussion,
analysis and clarification of
the main concepts in the
document can be held.

The steering committee re-
cognized the necessity to
support and advance Black
community and Black workers
struggles against the system of
monopoly capitalism and rac-
ism in the United States in
particular, because this coun-
try is the base and the
stronghold of racism in the
and of imperialism. It recog-
nized that this is the best way
to support and aid the African
liberation movements, but also
recognized the importance of
lending direct financial and

material support to the
struggles on the African
continent.

PROGRAM FOR 1974

Accordingly, the interna-
tional program adopted for
1974, is as follows:

1. On the local level, ALSC
committees are to engage in
and support activities around

7

/.

issues of the Black community
and Black workers which are
important in their respective
areas.

2. On the national and
international level, ALSC will
sponsor a week of activities
around African Solidarity Day.
The week of activities will
begin with demonstrations on
the local level in observance of
Malcolm X’s birthday on May
19. During the following week,

Wounded

Cont’d from pg. 10

tration of the defense by the
FBI prompted a motion by the
defense team to dismiss the
charges. Voluminous affada-
vits show that legal research-
ers, potential witnesses and
other defense workers have
been intimidated, threatened
and harrassed.

The government refused to
guarantee that the conversa-
tions of three defense lawyers,
Kuntsler, Mark Lane and Luke
McKissick, were not electroni
ically surveilled. The son of one
of the Wounded Knee defen-
dants, Ellen Moves Camp, was
offered money by federal
agents to testify against his
own mother. When he refused,
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an anti-racist, anti-imperialist
conference, will be held in
Washington, D.C., followed by
a centralized national demon-
stration (ALD ’74), alse in
Washington, D.C.

The steering committee
meeting ended on a note of
unity through struggle and
optimism for the further
development of the Interna-
tional African Liberation Sup-
port Committee.

Knee Trial

. he was physically assaulted.

The FBI assigned 75 agents
to work with local police in
screening prospective jurors.
These and many other inci-
dents indicate the attempts of
the government, continuing
from their actions at Wounded
Knee, which included the
murder of two Indians to
behead and destroy AIM and
any other Indian peoples who
dare protest the genocidal
policies of the U.S. government
towards Native Americans.

The struggle of Indian
peoples for self-determination
and control of their own lands,
is quite clearly a fight the U.S.
government is willing to use
any means necessary to defeat.
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Political Kidnappings

- [Cont’d from pg. 1]
named - Donald DeFreeze,
who escaped from Soledad
Prison last March. :

Police also contend that
the SLA is the group once
known as the August
Seventh Movement, which
had claimed credit for four
other executions prior to
the Foster slaying.

In its .communique, the
SLA said its goal _is to
‘“destroy the capitalist
state and all its value
system.”” .

The group’s -symbol is a
seven-headed Cobra said to
be an ancient Hindu
emblem of God and life.
The group’s name appears
to be taken from the
biological term ‘Symbio-
sis,”’ used to describe the
living - together. of two
dissimiliar organism.

The U.S. police-repression
forces have apparentlv
welcomed the series of
actions as a golden oppor-

tunity to unveil a new set of
repressive tactics. :
The Clandestine Tactics
and Technology Project, a
branch of the International

Association of Chiefs of'.

Police, revealed one tactic.

They would release large §

numbers of unidentified

publications carrying pic- |
tures and biographies of °

people alledged to -be
terrorists. The tactic could
be used to destroy the
creditility and effectiveness
of large numbers of political
organizers. Most tactics, of
course, will be kept secret
until used by the police.
These events, like the
Mark Essex affair a year
ago, have sparked a wave of
discussions concerning the
validity of such tactics.
The April edition of the
AFRICAN WORLD, will
carry an historical analysis
of terrorism as a political
strategy, and its usage in,
and impact upon the Black
liberation struggle.

OO0 Md. Steelworkers
Protest Racism, Wages

SPARROW’S POINT,
Md. (LNS) -- Nearly 500 mostly
black workers at Bethlehem
Steel’s Sparrow Point coke
oven department wildcatted
for five days, demanding up-
grading of their jobs and an
improvement of health and
safety conditions.

The battery workers in the
coke ovens have some of the
hottest, dirtiest and most dan-
gerous jobs in the whole plant.
Battery workers stoke the fires
with coal, which produces coke
and the gas which runs the
blast furnace. They have ten
times greater chances of get-
ting cancer, often die from
heart attacks and respiratory
disease on the job and are
subjected to unsafe machinery
as well as extreme heat and
cold. Most of the men are
black.

Until very recently, all of the
worst jobs (batteries, coal
fields and labor gangs) were
100 percent Black and the more
skilled units (electricians, me-
chanics) were100 percent
white. Five years ago there
were separate bathrooms.

And despite the fact that a
number of discrimination suits
have been won, there has only
been about 10 percent change
of racial composition. This is
due to unit seniority which
means that if a worker changes
his department, he loses all his
seniority and must go back
down to base pay.

So, the battery workers de-
manded a reclassification of
their jobs as well. Right now,
even after years of working in
that department, they still only
make somewhere below the
average wages of people who
work in the plant. Yet at the
same time, it’s their work
which keeps the process of the
whole plant going, for without
the blast furnace no steel can
be made.

The afternoon of January 26,
several hundred workers pic-
keted the plant asking for im-
mediate action on their de-

mands. When Bethlehem re-
sponded that there was no one
there who was able to talk to
them, the workers decided to
wildcat. “Let Colbert of
Rethlehem) or Abel (of the
United Steelworkers) get the
coke,” some of them shouted.

It’s not surprising that the
president of the United Steel-
workers of America (USWA) is
mentioned in the same breath
as an executive of Bethlehem.
Steelworkers have never had
the right to ratify their own
contracts—its done by the dele-
gate assembly which votes as
the leadership of the union
wants it to vote.

At the beginning of January,
almost 100 workers from the
Bethlehem plant (two thirds
black and one third white and
mostly from the coke ovens)
picketed the United Steelwork-
ers Basic Steel Conference.
Then, as during the wildcat,
they were picketing because as
one put it, ‘“‘we’ve waited too
long for change.” Some work-
erscarriedsigns reading,
“From Coke Ovens to The
Grave in 25 Years,” ‘“We Want
Reclassification, Not Later,
Not Next Year, But Now.”

Abel refused to meet with a
representative, so ‘“‘we
marched right in stepping just
as proud as all those stuffed
shirts in that hotel,” AS ONE
WORKER PUT IT. Inside the
hotel, they shouted, ‘“Whose
union is this?”’ and ““$75,000 a
year an no representation!”
They presented Abel with a
white foreman’s hat.

Two weeks later the condi-
tions remained the same and
the workers wildcatted. After
five days the workers went
back on the grounds that the
company would talk with them.
The company then stated that
they would only negotiate with
the International.

So the wildcat ended but as
one person close to the strike
put it, “There’s still a lot of
feeling that something should
be done.”
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As workers and students of Black liberation, our understanding of those
factors that shape, influence, and determine development of the
Black liberation struggle, must constantly broaden in scope and move to
higher levels. ;

The world struggle between capitalism and socialism has reached such a level,
that it has become necessary to understand not only the conditions that
influence our struggle in Chicago and Gainesville, Mozambique and Angola,
Tanzania and the Ivory Coast, Trinidad and Tobago, but also those in China
and Vietnam. Argentina and Brazil, Britain and France.

The development of technology and communications, coupled with  the
development of exploitative economic system that has reached international

proportions, has brought about a situation in which events in one country have
an effect on events in another, thousands of miles and oceans apart.

If we are to wage a correct struggle, our information and analysis must be
correct.

The interconnections between the United States and other countries and their
relationships to Black Liberation must be understood. We must understand
the world in all of its interconnections from Los Angeles to Namibia, from
London to Palestine, and from Morocco to the Soviet Union. Black people

must have a WORLD VIEW.

Sometimes described as the.*“spice Island of the West,” the tiny Caribbean Isle
of Grenada is.the latest country -to be granted its-independence by Britain.

Grenada was claimed by the British in 1764 and-existed under British domain
until Feb. 7, 1974, when .independence ceremonies were held.

Located 90 miles north of Trinidad, Grenada has a population of 110,000 and
includes nutmeg and bananas among its major export items.

For several years Grenada has been the center of increasing political activism
led by progressive groups such as the New Jewel Movement, on the one hand,
and it has been the scene of brutal political repression from the government on
the otherhand.

On the eve of the independence ceremonies, 20,000 Grenadan citizens took to
the streets to protest the transfer of power to Prime Minister Gairy, who has
headed the police repression_on the island.

Although_Gairy quickly forged the leaders of progressive organizations into
hiding, it is clear the island is due for more political upheavals in the future.
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